
ROCKET MAN 

PYONGYANG, North Ko¬ 
rea (AP) — In Pyongyang, 
North Koreans clinked 
beer mugs and danced 
in the streets to celebrate 
the country’s first satellite 
in space. In Washington, 
Seoul and Tokyo, leaders 
pushed for consequences 
for Wednesday’s success¬ 
ful rocket launch, widely 
seen as a test that takes 
the country one step closer 
to being capable of lob¬ 
bing nuclear bombs over 
the Pacific. 

The surprising, successful 



North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un waves in Pyongyang’s Kim 
II Sung Square. 

(AP Photo/D. Guttenfelder) 

launch of a three-stage 
rocket — similar in design 
to a model capable of car¬ 
rying a nuclear-tipped war¬ 
head as far as California 
— raises the stakes in the 
international standoff over 
North Korea’s expanding 
atomic arsenal. As Pyong¬ 
yang refines its technol¬ 
ogy, its next step may be 
conducting its third nuclear 
test, experts warn. 

The U.N. Security Council, 
which has punished North 
Korea repeatedly for de¬ 
veloping its nuclear pro¬ 
gram, condemned the 
launch after a closed-door 
meeting Wednesday and 
said it will urgently consider 
“an appropriate response.” 
The White House called the 
launch a “highly provoca¬ 
tive act that threatens re¬ 
gional security,” and even 
the North’s most important 
ally, China, expressed re¬ 
gret. 

Continued on Page 2 
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North Koreans hail launch as US, others condemn 


Continued from front 


In Pyongyang, however, 
pride over the scientific ad¬ 
vancement outweighed 
the fear of greater interna¬ 
tional isolation and punish¬ 
ment. North Korea, though 
struggling to feed its peo¬ 
ple, is now one of the few 
countries to have success¬ 
fully launched a working 
satellite into space from its 
own soil; bitter rival South 
Korea is not on the list, 
though it has tried. 

“It’s really good news,” 
North Korean citizen Jon II 
Gwang told The Associat¬ 
ed Press as he and scores of 
other Pyongyang residents 
poured into the streets af¬ 
ter a noon announcement 
to celebrate the launch 
by dancing in the snow. 
“It clearly testifies that our 
country has the capability 
to enter into space.” 
Wednesday’s launch was 
North Korea's fourth bid 
since 1998. An April launch 


failed in the first of three 
stages, raising doubts 
among outside observ¬ 
ers whether North Korea 
could fix what was wrong 


in just eight months, but 
those doubts were erased 
Wednesday. 

The Unha rocket, named 


after the Korean word for 
“galaxy," blasted off from 
the Sohae launch pad in 
Tongchang-ri, northwest of 
Pyongyang, shortly before 


10 a.m. (0100 GMT), just 
three days after North Ko¬ 
rea indicated that techni¬ 
cal problems might delay 


the launch. 

A South Korean destroyer 
patrolling the waters west 
of the Korean Peninsula 
immediately detected the 


launch. Japanese officials 
said the first rocket stage 
fell into the Yellow Sea and 
a second stage fell into the 


Philippine Sea hundreds of 
kilometers (miles) farther 
south. 

The North American Aero¬ 
space Defense Command 
confirmed that “initial indi¬ 
cations are that the missile 
deployed an object that 
appeared to achieve or¬ 
bit." 

In an indication that North 
Korea's leadership was 
worried about the suc¬ 
cess of the launch, the 
plan was kept quiet inside 
North Korea until a special 
noon broadcast on state 
TV declared the launch a 
success. Pyongyang was 
much more open during 
its last attempt in April, and 
even took the unusual step 
of inviting scores of foreign 
journalists for the occasion, 
but that rocket splintered 
shortly after takeoff. 

At one hotel bar Wednes¬ 
day, North Koreans 
watched raptly, cheer¬ 
ing and applauding at 
the close of the brief 
broadcast. □ 



Female members of a North Korean military band perform in celebration of the country’s rocket 
launch in Pyongyang, North Korea Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Kyodo News) 
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AROUND THE WORLD 


Man in mall rampage fired at random 


Canada considers cost of new F-35’s 

TORONTO (AP) — Canada is considering buying fighter 
jets other than U.S.-made F-35’s because of escalating 
costs associated with Lockheed Martin’s troubled Joint 
Strike Fighter program, the country’s defense minister said 
Wednesday. Defense Minister Peter MacKay said the gov¬ 
ernment needs to ensure a balance between military and 
taxpayer interests. He reiterated that Canada wants to buy 
65 jets for about $9 billion. But escalating costs and delays 
have dogged the F-35, which is now the most expensive 
U.S. Department of Defense procurement program ever. 
A KPMG report says the lifetime cost of Canada owning 
65 F-35's is estimated at $45.8 billion over 42 years.□ 

Palestinian shot dead in West Bank 

JERUSALEM (AP) — An Israeli police spokesman says a 
Palestinian was killed after he threatened officers near a 
holy site in the West Bank Wednesday. Spokesman Micky 
Rosenfeld says a group of police officers were on guard 
near the site in Hebron when a Palestinian approached, 
pulled out a handgun and aimed it at them in a threat¬ 
ening way. Rosenfeld says the officers opened fire, killing 
the man. He says the gun later turned out to be fake. An 
investigation has been launched into the incident. Israe- 
li-Palestinian tensions are high in the biblical city. Much 
of the animosity surrounds a holy site, sacred to Jews as 
the Tomb of the Patriarchs and to Muslims as the Ibrahimi 
Mosque. □ 

Charges in threat to N. Ireland leader 

BELFAST, Northern Ireland (AP) — Police say a 34-year-old 
man has been charged with threatening to kill the British 
Protestant leader of Northern Ireland's unity government. 
First Minister Peter Robinson. The police statement says the 
man, who was not named, is to be arraigned Thursday in 
the Protestant town of Newtownards. He allegedly made 
the threat in a telephone call Wednesday. Several poli¬ 
ticians have received death threats from Protestant ex¬ 
tremists since Dec. 3, when the Belfast City Council voted 
to stop flying the British flag year-round and instead fly it 
just 18 days a year. Most threats have targeted Alliance, 
a small party that cast the deciding votes to reduce dis¬ 
plays of British flags atop city hall. Q 


JONATHAN J. COOPER 
STEVEN DUBOIS 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) — 

The hockey mask-wearing 
gunman who killed two 


AR-15 semiautomatic rifle 
and had several fully load¬ 
ed magazines when he 
walked briskly into an Ore¬ 
gon mall on Tuesday after¬ 
noon and started firing at 



Jacob Tyler Roberts, the suspect in a shooting at an Oregon 
Mall on Tuesday Dec. 11, 2012. 


people and himself in a 
shooting rampage at a U.S. 
mall deep into the Christ¬ 
mas shopping season was 
22 and used a stolen rifle 
from someone he knew, 
authorities said Wednes¬ 
day. The rifle jammed and 
mall employees had been 
trained for the possibility of 
a mass shooting, and au¬ 
thorities said the death toll 
could have been worse. 
Jacob Tyler Roberts had 
armed himself with an 


(AP Photo/Clackamas PD) 

random, said Clackamas 
County Sheriff Craig Rob¬ 
erts. 

The sheriff said the rifle 
jammed during the attack, 
but he managed to get it 
working again. 

The gunman then fled into 
a back hallway, down stairs 
and into a corner, where 
police found him dead 
from an apparent self-in¬ 
flicted gunshot, authorities 
said. The sheriff said author¬ 
ities didn’t yet have a mo¬ 


tive. Employees at the mall 
had been trained to run 
and hide, lock down and 
evacuate. Since previous 
mass shootings elsewhere 
in the U.S., the first arriving 
police officers were trained 
to form teams and go in¬ 
side instead of waiting for 
speciality teams. 

“This could have been 
much, much worse,” Rob¬ 
erts said. Two people — a 
54-year-old woman and a 
45-year-old man — were 
killed, and another, Kris¬ 
tina Shevchenko, 15, was 
wounded and in serious 
condition on Wednesday. 

A law enforcement official 
told The Associated Press 
the shooter did not have a 
criminal record. The official 
spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because he was not 
authorized to discuss de¬ 
tails of an ongoing criminal 
investigation. The shooting 
started shortly after a man 
in a white mask carrying a 
rifle and wearing a bullet¬ 
proof vest said, “I am the 
shooter," as if announcing 
himself, said Austin Patty, 
20, who works at a mall de¬ 
partment store. 

A series of rapid-fire shots 
followed as Christmas mu¬ 
sic continued to play. Patty 
said he ducked and then 
ran. Witnesses said the sus¬ 
pect fired several times 
near the mall food court 
until the rifle jammed, and 
he dropped a magazine 
onto the floor and ran into 
the Macy’s store. □ 


Woman busted with cocaine implants 

MADRID (AP) — Spanish authorities say they have arrested 
a Panamanian woman arriving at Barcelona airport with 
1.38 kilograms (3 pounds) of cocaine concealed in breast 
implants. The Interior Ministry said Wednesday that border 
police noticed fresh scars and blood-stained gauze on 
her chest as well as pale patches beneath her skin. The 
woman said she had recently had breast implant surgery. 
The statement said police were suspicious and sent her to 
a local hospital where the implants were removed and 
found to contain cocaine. The woman arrived in Spain 
from Bogota, Colombia. European authorities routinely 
submit passengers arriving from Latin America to stringent 
checks to combat drug smuggling. □ 

Sudan students arrested after unrest 


KHARTOUM, Sudan (AP) — 

Sudanese police arrested 
at least 10 university stu¬ 
dents on Wednesday fol¬ 
lowing days of unrest in the 
capital, witnesses said. The 


students were arrested ear¬ 
ly Wednesday morning at 
Omdurman Islamic Univer¬ 
sity in Khartoum, witnesses 
told The Associated Press. 
□ 


Notre Dame Cathedral kicks off 850th birthday 


PARIS (AP) — Dignitaries, tourists and Pari¬ 
sians gathered in the thousands Wednes¬ 
day for a ceremony and Mass marking the 
beginning of year-long commemoration 
of Notre Dame Cathedral’s 850th anniver¬ 
sary. 

The 12th-century Gothic cathedral loom¬ 
ing over the heart of the French capital will 
get a set of new bells in February, one of 
the highlights of a year's worth of planned 
events including seminars, concerts of sa¬ 
cred music and the issuance of commem¬ 
orative stamps. 

Archbishop Andre Vingt-Trois and Paris 
Mayor Bertrand Delanoe are among the 
civil and religious dignitaries taking part in 
Wednesday evening events marking the 
beginning of the cathedral's construction 
in 1163. 

Notre Dame’s new bells will go on display 


in February and are scheduled to be rung 
for the first time on March 23, 2013. 
Speaking outside the cathedral before 
celebrating Mass, the archbishop said 
Notre Dame de Paris is “a symbol for Pari¬ 
sians and for people across the world." 
After the Mass, French Interior Minister 
Manuel Vails spoke in front of the huge 
wooden doors of the cathedral's Portal of 
the Last Judgment. 

Noting that the cathedral had survived the 
reigns of “80 kings, two emperors and five 
republics,” Vails said the cathedral’s 850th 
anniversary “is moving for all who see in its 
towers the image of France in all its great¬ 
ness.” 

Each year the cathedral sees 14 million visi¬ 
tors. Five Masses a day are held during the 
week, and seven on Sunday. The structure 
took nearly 90 years to build.Q 
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US economy could withstand brief fall off ‘cliff’ 


CHRISTOPHER S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — It’s 
the scenario that’s been 
spooking employers and in¬ 
vestors and slowing the U.S. 
economy: 

Congress and the White 
House fail to strike a bud¬ 
get deal by New Year’s 
Day. Their stalemate trig¬ 
gers sharp tax increases 
and spending cuts. Those 
measures shrink consumer 
spending, stifle job growth, 
topple stock prices and 
push the economy off a 
“fiscal cliff” and into reces¬ 
sion. 

The reality may be a lot less 
bleak. 

Even if New Year's passed 
with no deal, few busi¬ 
nesses or consumers would 
likely panic as long as an 
agreement seemed likely 
soon. The tax increases and 
spending cuts could be ret¬ 
roactively repealed after 
Jan. 1. 

And the impact of the tax 
increases would be felt only 
gradually. Most people 
would receive slightly less 
money in each paycheck. 
“The simple conclusion that 
going off the cliff necessar¬ 
ily means a recession next 
year is wrong," says Lewis 
Alexander, an economist 
at Nomura Securities. “It 
will ultimately depend on 
how long the policies are in 
place.” 

It’s always possible that ne¬ 
gotiations between Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama and 
Republican congressional 
leaders will collapse in acri¬ 
mony. The prospect of per¬ 
manent tax increases and 
spending cuts could cause 
many consumers and busi¬ 
nesses to delay spending. 


hiring or expanding. 

But most economists ex¬ 
pect a deal, if not by New 
Year's then soon after. Busi¬ 
nesses and consumers will 
likely remain calm as long 
as negotiators seem to be 
moving toward an agree¬ 
ment. 

“The atmosphere is more 
important than whether 
the talks spill” into next 
year, said Paul Ashworth, 
an economist at Capital 
Economics. 


spread throughout 2013. 
For taxpayers with incomes 
of $40,000 to $65,000, pay- 
checks would shrink an av¬ 
erage of about $1,500 next 
year but an average of just 
$130 in January, accord¬ 
ing to the nonpartisan Tax 
Policy Center. 

— About a third of the tax 
increases wouldn’t touch 
most Americans. Some 
would hit businesses. Oth¬ 
ers, such as higher taxes on 
investment income and es- 


single people with taxable 
income between about 
$36,000 and $88,000 would 
rise from 25 percent to 28 
percent. A delay in the in¬ 
creased withholding would 
ease the initial tax hit. 

— About $85 billion in 
spending cuts to defense 
and domestic programs 
would take weeks or lon¬ 
ger to take effect. That 
means government agen¬ 
cies wouldn't cut jobs right 
away. 
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Fog obscures the Capitol dome on Capitol Hill in Washington. Even if Congress and the White House 
fail to strike a budget deal by New Year's Day, reality may be a lot less bleak then the scenario 
that’s been spooking employers and investors and slowing the U.S. Economy. The tax increases 
and spending cuts could be retroactively repealed after Jan. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 


Here's why many are opti¬ 
mistic that a brief fall over 
the cliff wouldn’t derail the 
economic recovery: 

— Though the fiscal cliff 
would cost the economy 
an estimated $671 billion 
for all of 2013, the tax hit 
for most people would be 
slight at first. The expira¬ 
tion of Social Security and 
income tax cuts would be 


fates, and the expiration of 
middle-income tax credits, 
wouldn’t come due until 
Americans filed their 2013 
taxes in 2014. 

— If a deal seemed immi¬ 
nent, some experts say the 
Internal Revenue Service 
could delay the increased 
tax withholding that's due 
to kick in. Without a deal, 
the top income tax rate for 


Still, if budget talks dragged 
on, many businesses might 
put off investment or hiring. 
That’s why most economists 
say it would be crucial to 
reach a deal within roughly 
the first two months of 2013. 
Already, uncertainty is 
causing some businesses to 
delay spending. Consider 
Apex Tool and Manufac¬ 
turing, a 10-person shop 


in Evansville, Indiana, that 
makes parts for the au¬ 
tomotive glass, telecom 
equipment and plastics in¬ 
dustries. 

Sales have picked up. 
Company President Ter¬ 
ry Babb says he’d like to 
spend about $150,000 to 
buy a computer-controlled 
milling machine. A couple 
of years ago. Apex earned 
too little for Babb to even 
worry about taxes. 

Yet he's reluctant to ab¬ 
sorb new costs until he's 
sure what tax changes 
are coming. A tax break 
for companies that invest 
in new equipment is set to 
expire. Companies can’t 
claim that break unless 
new equipment is on site 
before year's end. Machin¬ 
ery can take weeks to ar¬ 
rive, meaning it's too late 
for Babb to claim the credit 
this year. 

Some consumers have 
been getting nervous. Mike 
Duke, CEO of Wal-Mart 
Stores Inc., said Tuesday 
that in a poll last month 
of the store's shoppers, 
an overwhelming majority 
were aware of fhe threat 
of high taxes from the cliff. 
And some said it would 
lead them to cut back their 
holiday buying, Duke said. 
Wal-Mart, the world's larg¬ 
est retailer, is considered 
an economic bellwether. 
Consumer confidence fell 
sharply this month, accord¬ 
ing to a survey by the Uni¬ 
versity of Michigan, partly 
because of worries that 
taxes will rise next year. For 
all their combative rheto¬ 
ric, the White House and 
House Republicans have 
identified areas that could 
underpin a budget deal. □ 


US budget deficit reaches $172 billion in November 


C. S. RUGABER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

federal government's bud¬ 
get deficit widened in No¬ 
vember compared to Oc¬ 
tober, a sign that the U.S. is 
on a path to its fifth straight 
$1 trillion-plus deficit. 

The budget gap rose to 
$172 billion in November, 
up from $120 billion in Oc¬ 
tober, the Treasury Depart¬ 
ment said Wednesday. The 


November deficit was also 
25 percent higher than the 
same month last year. Last 
month’s deficit was pushed 
higher by a calendar quirk 
that pulled about $33 bil¬ 
lion in benefits payments 
into November from De¬ 
cember. 

The government finished 
the 2012 budget year with 
a deficit of $1.1 trillion. Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama and 
Congress are under pres¬ 


sure to curb the deficit as 
part of a budget deal to 
prevent tax increases and 
deep spending cuts from 
kicking in Jan. 1. 

With the economy and 
hiring improving a bit, the 
government is receiving 
more tax receipts. Overall 
tax revenue rose 10 per¬ 
cent in the first two months 
of the budget year to $346 
billion. But spending has 
risen faster, up $87 billion or 


16 percent. 

The deficit, in simplest terms, 
is the amount of money the 
government has to borrow 
when revenues fall shorf of 
expenses. Last year's deficit 
was lower than the previous 
year but still painfully high 
by historical standards. The 
budget year ends Sept. 30. 
Obama’s presidency has 
coincided with four straight 
$1 trillion-plus deficits a€" 
the first in history and a re¬ 


cord he had to vigorously 
defend during his re-elec¬ 
tion campaign. He had 
promised in February 2009 
to cut the deficit in half by 
the end of fhis firsf ferm. 
This year’s deficit is closely 
tied to what happens with 
the fiscal cliff. Economists 
fear that the $671 billion in 
higher taxes and spending 
cuts, if left in place all year, 
would push the economy 
into a recession.Q 
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California Gov. Jerry Brown. 
(AP Photo/R. Pedroncelli) 


CA Gov. Brown 
being treated for 
prostate cancer 

SACRAMENTO, California 
(AP) — California Gov. Jer¬ 
ry Brown is undergoing ra¬ 
diation treatment for pros¬ 
tate cancer, his office said 
Wednesday. The cancer is 
in its early stages. University 
of California San Francisco 
oncologist Eric Small said 
in a statement released by 
the office. He said it is being 
treated with a short course 
of conventional radiothera¬ 
py. He called the governor’s 
prognosis excellent. Brown is 
the son of former two-term 
governor Edmund G. Brown 
and has spent a lifetime in 
politics, including terms as 
the secretary of state, attor¬ 
ney general and mayor of 
Oakland.Q 


Senate intern, sex offender, faces deportation 


ALICIA A. CALDWELL 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A U S. 

lawmaker employed as an 
unpaid intern in his Senate 
office an illegal immigrant 
who was a registered sex 
offender, now under arrest 
by immigration authorities. 
The Associated Press has 
learned. The Homeland 
Security Department in¬ 
structed federal agents not 
to arrest him until after the 
Nov. 6 Election Day, a U.S. 
official involved in the case 
told the AP. 

Luis Abrahan Sanchez Za- 
valeta, an 18-year-old im¬ 
migrant from Peru, was 
arrested by Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
agents in front of his home 
in New Jersey on Dec. 6, 
two federal officials said. 
Sanchez, who entered the 
country on a now-expired 
visitor visa from Peru, is fac¬ 
ing deportation and re¬ 
mains in custody. The offi¬ 
cials spoke on condition of 
anonymity because they 
were not authorized to dis¬ 
cuss details of Sanchez’s 
immigration case. 

A spokesman for the 
Homeland Security Depart¬ 
ment, Peter Boogaard, said 


in an email to the AP that 
ICE followed standard pro¬ 
cedures working with local 
prosecutors before taking 
what he called “appropri¬ 
ate enforcement action." 


false. Sen. Robert Menen- 
dez, a Democrat, who ad¬ 
vocates aggressively for 
pro-immigration policies, 
was re-elected in Novem¬ 
ber with 58 percent of the 



Sen. Robert Menendez, D-N.J. speaking in Sayreville, N.J. 
Menendez employed as an unpaid intern in his Senate office 
an illegal immigrant and registered sex offender, who has now 
been arrested by immigration authorities. 

(AP Photo/Mel Evans) 


Boogard also said AP’s re¬ 
port was “categorically 
false.” He did not immedi¬ 
ately respond to a request 
to specify what might be 


vote. He said his staff was 
notified Monday, and he 
personally learned about 
the case from AP's report¬ 
ing and knew nothing 


about whether DHS de¬ 
layed the arrest. The sena¬ 
tor said his staff asks interns 
whether they are in the 
country legally but cannot 
check to be sure. “We cer¬ 
tainly wouldn't have known 
through any background 
checks since he is a minor 
about any sex offender sta¬ 
tus,” Menendez said in an 
interview Wednesday with 
MSNBC television. “Once it 
came to our attention, our 
New Jersey staff director let 
the young man go.” 

Online jail records did not 
indicate whether Sanchez 
has an attorney. Sanchez 
declined to be interviewed 
from jail. The prosecutor’s 
office in Hudson County, 
New Jersey, said Sanchez 
was found to have vio¬ 
lated the law in 2010 and 
subsequently required to 
register as a sex offender. 
The exact charge was un¬ 
clear because Sanchez 
was prosecuted as a ju¬ 
venile and those court re¬ 
cords are not publicly ac¬ 
cessible. The prosecutor’s 
office confirmed to AP that 
Sanchez registered as a 
sex offender, although his 
name does not appear on 
the public registry.Q 
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King memorial inscription to be removed 


US man pleads not guilty 
in 79 death of NYC boy 


EMMARIE HUETTEMAN 
© 2012 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - An inscrip¬ 
tion on the memorial hon¬ 
oring the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. that set off a con¬ 
troversy will be removed. 
Since the memorial opened 
in August 2011, critics have 
contended that the para¬ 
phrased quote - “I was 
a drum major for peace, 
justice and righteousness” 
- chiseled on the monu¬ 
ment near the statue’s 
left shoulder misrepresents 
King’s words. The propos¬ 
al, announced by Interior 
Secretary Ken Salazar on 
Tuesday, involves removing 
the quote entirely by carv¬ 
ing scratch marks over it 
to blend in with the rest of 
the structure. The plan has 
been submitted for review 
to the Commission of Fine 
Arts and the National Capi¬ 
tal Planning Commission. 
“While our family would 
have of course preferred to 
have the entire ‘Drum Ma¬ 
jor’ quote used, we fully en¬ 
dorse and support the sec¬ 
retary's proposal,” Christine 
King Farris, King’s sister, said 
in a news release from the 
Interior Department. 


HOPE YEN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — White 
people will no longer make 
up a majority of Americans 
by 2043, according to new 
census projections. That’s 
part of a historic shift that 
already is reshaping the 
nation's schools, workforce 
and electorate, and is re¬ 
defining long-held notions 
of race. 

The official projection, re¬ 
leased Wednesday by the 
Census Bureau, now plac¬ 
es the tipping point for the 
white majority a year later 


Jon Jarvis, the director of 
the National Park Service, 
and Salazar announced a 
plan in February to replace 
the truncated quote with 
the full, exact version. But 
the monument’s sculptor. 
Lei Yixin, said removing it 
entirely was best to pre¬ 
serve the work’s structural 



The memorial honoring the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 

(Handout Photo) 


integrity, and all of the par¬ 
ties involved agreed, the 
Interior Department said. 
The estimated cost of 
the project is $700,000 to 
$900,000, said Blake An- 
droff, an Interior Depart¬ 
ment spokesman. That 
money will come out of 


than previous estimates, 
which were made before 
the impact of the recent 
economic downturn was 
fully known. America con¬ 
tinues to grow and become 
more diverse due to higher 
birth rates among minori¬ 
ties, particularly for Hispan- 
ics who entered the U.S. at 
the height of the immigra¬ 
tion boom in the 1990s and 
early 2000s. Since the mid- 
2000 housing bust, howev¬ 
er, the arrival of millions of 
new immigrants from Mex¬ 
ico and other nations has 
slowed from its once-torrid 


a maintenance fund es¬ 
tablished by the Memorial 
Foundation, he said. 

The quote is a paraphrased 
segment of a sermon King 
delivered in February 1968. 
Examining what he called 
the “drum major instinct" 
to distinguish oneself. King 
asked that he be remem¬ 
bered for his commitment 
not to “shallow things” but 
to certain principles. 

“Yes, if you want to say 
that I was a drum major, 
say that I was a drum ma¬ 
jor for justice; say that I was 
a drum major for peace; I 
was a drum major for righ¬ 
teousness," he said. 

The poet Maya Angelou, 
who consulted on the me¬ 
morial, has been one of 
the strongest critics of the 
paraphrased quote, saying 
it made King sound like “an 
arrogant twit.” “Fie had no 
arrogance at all,” she told 
The Washington Post last 
year. “Fie had a humility 
that comes from deep in¬ 
side. The ‘if clause that is 
left out is salient. Leaving it 
out changes the meaning 
completely.” The memorial 
will stay open while work is 
completed. □ 


pace. The country’s chang¬ 
ing demographic mosaic 
has stark political implica¬ 
tions, shown clearly in last 
month’s election that gave 
President Barack Obama a 
second term — in no small 
part due to his support from 
78 percent of non-white 
voters. There are social and 
economic ramifications, as 
well. Longstanding fights 
over civil rights and racial 
equality are going in new 
directions, promising to re¬ 
shape race relations and 
common notions of being 
a “minority."□ 


COLLEEN LONG 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — A man 

charged with an infamous 
killing of a 6-year-old New 
York City boy in 1979 plead¬ 
ed not guilty Wednesday 
to murder, even though 
police say he confessed in 
the sensational case that 
spawned a nationwide 
movement to publicize 
cases of missing children. 
Lawyers for the defendant 
say the admission is false. 
Pedro Hernandez, 51, wore 
a gray sweatsuit and an¬ 
swered “not guilty” at the 
hearing in the case of Etan 
Patz. Hernandez’s lawyer 
insisted his confession to 
police was false. “My cli¬ 
ent had no motive and no 
history," defense attorney 
Harvey Fishbein said out¬ 
side court. “There is a seri¬ 
ous question as to what 
happened in May 1979,” 
Fishbein said. “There is no 
crime scene. There are no 
witnesses to a crime.” Fish¬ 
bein also noted a body was 
never recovered. He said 
that Hernandez confessed 
falsely after seven hours of 
questioning by police, and 
that he is still under medical 
and psychiatric care. 

“My client is not happy that 
he is in jail,” Fishbein said. 
The defendant’s wife and 
daughter attended the 
hearing but did not speak 
to reporters. 

Hernandez was a teen¬ 
age stock clerk at a con¬ 
venience store close to the 
bus stop where Etan was 
headed when he went 
missing on his way to school 
on May 25, 1979. 

The disappearance led to 
an intensive search and 
garnered huge public¬ 
ity, and the spotlight on 
the case has ebbed and 
flowed over the past three 
decades. Patz's photo 
was among the first put on 



Pedro Hernandez appears in 
Manhattan criminal court in 
New York. 


(AP Photo/Louis Lanzano) 

milk cartons, and his case 
turned May 25 into Nation¬ 
al Missing Children's Day. 
Based on a tip, police this 
spring approached Her¬ 
nandez, now a married fa¬ 
ther with no criminal record 
living in New Jersey. The tip 
came after federal authori¬ 
ties and police dug up a 
basement in the neighbor¬ 
hood hoping for clues, put¬ 
ting the cold case back into 
the limelight once again. 
Investigators say Hernan¬ 
dez told them he lured the 
boy into the convenience 
store with the promise of a 
soda. According to police, 
he said he led the child to 
the basement, choked him 
and left his body in a bag of 
trash about a block away. 
Fishbein said he would seek 
to dismiss the case be¬ 
cause the only evidence is 
his client's false confession. 
Under state law, a confes¬ 
sion can be enough to 
convict someone as long 
as authorities can establish 
a crime occurred and the 
confession is reliable. 

If the case does go forward, 
Fishbein said the defense 
will revolve around his cli¬ 
ent’s mental state, though 
he isn’t pursuing an insan¬ 
ity defense and Hernandez 
was found mentally fit to 
stand trial. □ 


Census: Whites no longer 
a majority in U.S. by 2043 
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US bargain hunters open up their bag of tricks 


RUTH LA FERLA 
© 2012 New York Times 
NEW YORK - It takes a cool 
head and a keen fashion 
compass to navigate the 
winter sales. But Tammy 
Eckenswiller, a style execu¬ 
tive for an Internet fashion 
retailer, has scoped that ter¬ 
rain long enough to know 
that patience pays. Even 
now, weeks deep into the 
discount season, she has 
unearthed deals, among 
them a handful of items 
she sighted when they first 
bowed on the runways last 
spring. 

There was the mink-trimmed 
jacket from The Row, spot¬ 
ted at Zoe in Brooklyn last 
week, or the Tiffany blue 
cocoonlike Celine coat, 
marked at $2,730, a 40 per¬ 
cent discount. “This piece 
is a little beyond me,” Eck¬ 
enswiller had to concede. 
Hardly fazed, she darted 
toward another corner of 
the store and discovered 
a candy pink Alexander 
McQueen cocktail frock 
tagged at $1,197. “I’ll follow 
this one,” she said, holding 
out for the next round of 
price drops - an additional 
discount of 20 percent. 
“Sure, you’re gambling ev¬ 
ery time you let something 
go that you're going to lose 
it,” she said. “But that's the 
fun.” 

Spirited and primed for a 
challenge, Eckenswiller is 
one in a sisterhood of like- 
minded shoppers, inveter¬ 
ate trappers who stalk sales 
systematically, a canny 


method in their seemingly 
chaotic ways. Armed with 
sense, strict budgets and a 
zest for the chase, most are 
quick to ferret out those 
items destined to survive 
in their closets for more 
than a season, pieces they 
have scouted in stores and 


online, no prize too remote, 
too rare or too obscure to 
escape their eye. 
Samantha Kain, a public 
relations executive, spares 
no effort in her pursuit of 
marked-down luxuries like 
the Anya Hindmarch mul- 
tizippered handbag she 
recently found for $600, 
half its original price, at the 
designer's uptown bou¬ 
tique. Even Web-based 
sample sales, like the one 
announced this month by 
the jeweler Alexis Bittar, are 
accessible to anyone who 
takes the time to log on. 


Kain said. 

Earlier this year, Lisa Buck- 
ley, a lawyer in Manhattan, 
set her sights on a shapely 
Balenciaga jacket. “You 
could not get it in Man¬ 
hattan,” she said. A subse¬ 
quent Google search led 
her to Farfetch.com, which 


showcases luxury fashions 
from boutiques in Europe 
and the United States. She 
bought the jacket, avail¬ 
able on the site through 
a boutique in southern 


France. 

“If I see a runway piece I 
want,” Buckley said with an 
urgency not uncommon 
among her peers, “I will 
track it to the ends of the 
earth.” 

“I fare-track for fashion,” 
said Annelise Peterson, 
explaining that she hunts 
luxury labels with much the 
same ardor she reserves for 
tracking airline discounts. 
“Travel sites send email 
alerts," said Peterson, a 
fashion consultant. “I wish 
there was something like 
this for clothes." 

She has cultivated the 
next best thing, a reliable 
human-alert system. “It's 
important to find a great 
source, a salesperson to 
point you to pieces that 
match your taste,” she 
said. So well acquainted 
are some sales associates 
with Peterson’s predilec¬ 
tion for subtle prints, luxuri¬ 
ous cashmere and well-cut 
coats that they call or text 
her days before her quarry 
reaches the racks. 
Salesclerks are the first in a 
succession of filters Peter¬ 
son deploys before flick¬ 


ing down her credit card. 
She seriously considers 
only those items that per¬ 
fectly fit her lanky 5-foot- 
11 frame, are in tune with 
her moderately progressive 
sensibilities and reflect their 
designer's trademark aes¬ 
thetic. She rejects far more 
than she buys. “If I can walk 
away the first time, it means 
I can live without it,” she 
said coolly. 

Trend-driven designs 

scarcely register on Peter¬ 
son's style radar. “So many 
people are doing this scu¬ 
ba look,” she said the oth¬ 
er day, examining a Stella 
McCartney tricolor sheath 
at Bergdorf Goodman. “It 
isn’t signature Stella,” she 
pronounced before giving 
the dress a pass. 

She veered momentarily 
toward the shoe depart¬ 
ment, admiring a pair of 
gold leather sandals ($815). 
“A good sale shoe,” she 
decided. “Classic Manolo 
Blahnik, no gimmicks.” Plat¬ 
form pumps, offered in pro¬ 
fusion, did not rate a sec¬ 
ond look. “At my height, no 
way,” she said. “Who wants 
to look tranny-tastic?”G 
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Samantha Kain, a public relations executive who enjoys bargain 
hunting for designer clothes, shopping at Anya Hindmarch in 
New York. Knowing when and where to scout and following 
rules to determine what to bring home and when helps bargain 
hunters capitalize on designer clothing sales. 

(Erin Baiano/The New York Times) 
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Egypt political crisis threatens 
to destabilize ailing economy 



Kurdish members of the FSA are seen on a tank stolen from the 
Syrian Army in Fafeen village, north of Aleppo province, Syria, 
Wednesday, Dec 12, 2012 (AP Photo / Manu Brabo) 


Damascus blast kills five 


BRIAN ROHAN 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Egypt’s po¬ 
litical crisis is threatening to 
plunge its ailing economy 
even deeper into distress af¬ 
ter the government delayed 
a request for a $4.8 billion 
loan from the International 
Monetary Fund that would 
have eased a ballooning 
budget deficit and reassured 
foreign investors. 


its statement on Tuesday, 
saying only that it stands 
ready to “consult with the 
authorities on the resump¬ 
tion of discussions.” 

That raises the possibility 
that the loan may be put 
off until the political situa¬ 
tion stabilizes, and so far 
protests have shown no 
signs of abating. 

Tensions have risen 
ahead of Saturday’s con¬ 


“There can be no progress 
on the economy until the 
politics can be settled, and 
there is clarity about the di¬ 
rection of the government, 
the constitution and parlia¬ 
ment," he added. 

The tax hike was seen as a 
key first step in an econom¬ 
ic reform package needed 
to generate revenue and 
meet conditions for the 
loan, agreed in principle 
with the IMF in November. 
The government has said a 
dialogue with economists 
and interest groups would 
begin about the hikes next 
week. 

The increases, on goods 
including alcohol, ciga¬ 
rettes and cooking oil, are 
likely to be highly unpopu¬ 
lar, and the opposition has 
used them to rally Morsi’s 
opponents. 

Until now, the Arab world's 
most populous nation has 
managed to get by on a 
drip feed of aid from indi¬ 
vidual donors, including 
the United States, which 
provides around $250 mil¬ 
lion in economic aid and 
$1.3 billion in foreign mili¬ 
tary assistance to Egypt 
per year. 

Meanwhile, it has struggled 
with with low growth rates, 
a plunge in foreign curren¬ 
cy reserves, and a loss of 
tourism revenues and for¬ 
eign investment since the 
uprising that ousted Hosni 
Mubarak ushered in nearly 
two years of unrest.Q 


ALBERT AJI 
BARBARA SURK 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Three 
bombs collapsed walls in 
the Syrian Interior Ministry 
building Wednesday in 
Damascus, killing at least 
five people, as rebels 
fighting to overthrow Presi¬ 
dent Bashar Assad edged 
closer to the capital, the 
symbol of his power. 

The blast came as more 
than 100 countries rec¬ 
ognized the opposition 
umbrella group as the le¬ 
gitimate representative of 
Syria, a diplomatic blow 
to Assad. Five people 
were killed in the Wednes¬ 
day's attacks and 23 oth¬ 
ers were injured in the 
attacks, according to a 
statement by the Interior 
Ministry. The Britain-based 
Syrian Observatory for Hu¬ 
man Rights said at least 
eight people were killed, 
most of them soldiers, and 
more than 40 wounded. 


Such bombings have been 
a trademark of Islamic radi¬ 
cals fighting alongside the 
rebels, raising concerns 
about the extremists' role in 
the civil war. On Wednesday 
afternoon, attackers deto¬ 
nated two explosive devices 
before an explosives-laden 
car went off near the en¬ 
trance of the Interior Ministry 
building in Kafar Souseh dis¬ 
trict in Damascus. The blast 
knocked down walls inside 
the ministry building, scat¬ 
tering debris on the street 
and shattering windows in 
nearby structures, including 
at the Egyptian Embassy. Po¬ 
lice cordoned off the area. 
The pro-government Al-Ekh- 
bariya TV showed splotches 
of blood on the street in front 
of the ministry. Syrian TV said 
the Interior Minister Moham¬ 
med al-Shaar and senior 
officials at the ministry were 
unharmed. 

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for the 
blasts. □ 



Egyptian army tanks guard in front the presidential palace in 
Cairo, Egypt, Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Nasser Nasser) 


Fear of stoking the street un¬ 
rest over a disputed Islamist- 
oriented constitution led 
President Mohammed Morsi 
to suspend a package of 
tax hikes that were key to re¬ 
ducing that deficit — and his 
government may now have 
to renegotiate the loan deal 
that took more than a year 
to hammer out. 

While the government said 
it wants to delay the request 
for only a month, the IMF the 
mentioned no timeframe in 


stitutional referendum, 
with Morsi’s opponents 
calling for Egyptians to re¬ 
ject the charter. 

“It’s a serious blow to 
hopes that the economy 
will get back on track — 
the country really needs 
a financial backstop to 
convince investors to 
bring back much-need¬ 
ed capital,” said Neil 
Shearing from research 
consultancy Capital Eco¬ 
nomics in London. 
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EU leaders try to show unity on bank supervision 


JAMES KANTER 
© 2012 New York Times 
BRUSSELS - Finance minis¬ 
ters sought Wednesday to 
bridge their differences over 
a new framework for super¬ 
vising banks and fo deliver 
a rare show of unity on the 
eve of a year-end meeting 
of European Union leaders. 
The success of the summit 
meeting, to be held in Brus¬ 
sels on Thursday and Friday, 
might hinge on whether 
the finance ministers could 
agree on a single banking 
supervisor as they contin¬ 
ued to meet into the night. 
Lengthy discussions failed 
last week. 

When the leaders meet on 
Thursday, they would like to 
cap a year of trying to keep 
the eurozone viable by be¬ 
ing able to announce an 
accord placing bank super¬ 
vision under the aegis of the 
European Central Bank. 

The idea is to make lenders 
less susceptible to political 
interference than has been 
the case under national su¬ 
pervisory agencies, which 
failed to prevent banks from 
accumulating so much debt 
that they put the finances of 
states like Ireland and Spain 
at risk, in turn threatening 
the future of the euro. 

An agreement on a single 
supervisor could also be the 


springboard for EU leaders 
to discuss steps leading to 
a broader banking union, 
like a common system for 
the orderly closure of fail¬ 
ing banks and, eventually, 
to measures reinforcing 
economic and monetary 


governments to avoid 
weighing down their na¬ 
tional balance sheets with 
yet more debt. Germany 
and France appeared 
to have smoothed over 
some of their differences 
over which banks would 


Spain's Economy Minister Luis de Guindos, left, speaks with 
Portugal’s Finance Minister Vitor Gaspar during a meeting of 
EU finance ministers in Brussels on Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2012. 
European Union finance ministers on Wednesday sought to 
agree on the creation of a single supervisor for banks across 
the 27-country bloc after France and Germany apparently 
patched up their differences over the issue. 


union, like the creation of 
a shock-absorption fund 
to shore up the economies 
of vulnerable members of 
the eurozone. 

For countries like Spain 
and Ireland, the supervi¬ 
sor is a prerequisite for al¬ 
lowing them to tap a Eu¬ 
ropean bailout fund and 
inject rescue aid directly 
into their troubled banks. 
That would allow those 


(AP Photo/Virginia Mayo) 

be directly regulated by 
the central bank.“We 
think that we have a good 
chance to reach a deal 
today, and we have com¬ 
mitted to design a legal 
framework to a banking 
union before the end of the 
year," Wolfgang Schauble, 
the German finance minis¬ 
ter, said before the meet¬ 
ing. But he suggested that 
a breakthrough was far 



Afghanistan, Pakistan pursue elusive peace 


SUZAN FRASER 
Associated Press 
ANKARA, Turkey (AP) — The 

leaders of Afghanistan and 
Pakistan are determined to 
press ahead with peace ef¬ 
forts after a meeting in Tur¬ 
key, the country's president 
said Wednesday, despite an 
attack that wounded the 
Afghan intelligence chief. 
President Abdullah Gul de¬ 
scribed the bombing, which 
Afghanistan believes was 
planned in Pakistan, as an 
attempt to derail dialogue 


between the two coun¬ 
tries. 

At the end of a meeting 
aimed at easing tensions 
and increasing coopera¬ 
tion between the govern¬ 
ments in Kabul and Islam¬ 
abad, Gul said both had 
“renewed trust and are 
determined to work to¬ 
gether.” He was flanked 
by counterparts Hamid 
Karzai of Afghanistan and 
Asif Ali Zardari of Pakistan. 
Afghan intelligence chief 
Asadullah Khalid was se¬ 


riously injured last week 
when a suicide bomber 
posing as a Taliban peace 
envoy detonated an ex¬ 
plosive, dealing a setback 
to fragile efforts to recon¬ 
cile with the Taliban and 
find a political resolution to 
the war in Afghanistan. 
Karzai has said the attack 
was planned in Pakistan, 
but stopped short of di¬ 
rectly holding Islamabad 
responsible for the explo¬ 
sion that was claimed by 
the Taliban. □ 


from certain. “My intention 
is that we find a solution to 
the banking union on time, 
before Christmas," Schau¬ 
ble said, keeping open the 
possibility of another meet¬ 


ing. Some ministers warned 
of a long and stormy ses¬ 
sion that could stretch into 
the early hours of Thursday, 
as has become customary 
in recent months. □ 
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New UN, international efforts to engage Iran 


GEORGE JAHN 
Associated Press 
VIENNA (AP) — Internation¬ 
al officials pursued a two¬ 
pronged effort Wednes¬ 
day to engage Iran over 
concerns the country may 
have worked on nuclear 
weapons, with a U.N. team 
seeking access to a site 
linked to such suspected 
activity and European 
Union negotiators looking 
to restart talks with Tehran 
meant to ease such fears. 
Preparing to depart Vienna 
for Tehran, Herman Nack- 
aerts of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
signaled impatience with 
Iran’s refusal to meet IAEA 
requests for information on 
its suspicion that the Islamic 
republic had researched 
and developed compo¬ 
nents of a nuclear weap¬ 
ons program. 

In brief comments, he not¬ 
ed “negotiations for almost 
one year” have already 
been conducted on the is¬ 
sue. 

Nackaerts, who heads the 
IAEA's nuclear investiga¬ 
tion, also told reporters his 
team was “ready to go” 
to Parchin, an Iranian site it 
suspects could have been 
used for such experiments, 
just as soon as Tehran ap¬ 
proves a visit. In Tehran, 
he will push IAEA requests 
for access to information, 
officials and locations the 
agency thinks may have 
been used for weapons 
work. 

Iran says it does not want 
atomic arms and justi¬ 
fies delays in cooperating 
with the IAEA by saying 


that a framework regulat¬ 
ing the agency’s probe 
must be agreed on first. 
But as the negotiations on 
such an agreement drag 
on, agency officials have 
complained that it is noth¬ 
ing more than a delaying 
tactic. They are particularly 
concerned that such de¬ 
lays can hurt their efforts to 


investigate Parchin. 

The IAEA suspects that Iran 
has conducted live tests 
of conventional explosives 
there that could be used to 
detonate a nuclear weap¬ 
on and cites satellite pho¬ 
tos indicating a cleanup of 
the site at a sprawling mili¬ 
tary base southeast of Teh¬ 


ran. Iran denies it is sanitiz¬ 
ing the site, but IAEA chief 
Yukiya Amano has warned 
that his agency’s chances 
of a meaningful investiga¬ 
tion at Parchin are diminish¬ 
ing the longer the alleged 
cleanup continues. 
Emailing a series of com¬ 
mercial satellite photo¬ 
graphs to The Associated 


Press Wednesday, the Insti¬ 
tute for Science and Inter¬ 
national Security said the 
images showed “a steady 
pace of what appears to 
be the ‘reconstruction’ 
phase of the site, which be¬ 
tween April and July 2012 
had undergone consider¬ 
able alterations. 


“Such alterations included 
building demolitions and 
earth displacement,” said 
ISIS, whose head, David 
Albright, frequently briefs 
U.S. government branches 
on Iran's nuclear program. 
“The latest imagery from 
December 9, 2012 shows 
what appears to be a new, 
almost completed security 
perimeter around the site. 
“A new site layout is taking 
shape and the presence 
of dirt piles and a consid¬ 
erable number of earth 
moving vehicles and cars 
suggest that construction 
is continuing at a steady 
pace.” 

In a separate email to the 
AP, nuclear scientist Yousaf 
Butt questioned the signifi¬ 
cance of the images. 

“I don't see a problem 
with Iran making a fence 
around a military base,” 
wrote Butt, who has chal¬ 
lenged the legality of some 
of the IAEA's Iran investiga¬ 
tion attempts and is skepti¬ 
cal of allegations that Iran 
may be working on nuclear 
arms. 

Noting the IAEA suspicions 
at Parchin focus on non¬ 
nuclear explosives. Butt 
wrote that “the IAEA’s le¬ 
gal authority to pursue al¬ 
legations of conventional 
explosives work is limited by 
international law." 

The international communi¬ 
ty is also concerned about 
Iran’s uranium enrichment 
— a program Tehran says 
is geared only toward mak¬ 
ing reactor fuel. But enrich¬ 
ment can also create the 
core material of nuclear 
weapons. □ 


Jimmy Savile 
now suspect 
in 199 cases 

SYLVIA HUI 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — The late 
BBC entertainer Jimmy Sav¬ 
ile is a suspect in 199 crimes 
recorded so far, including 
dozens of cases of rape, 
British police said Wednes¬ 
day. They described the 
level of sexual abuse al¬ 
legations against Savile 
as “unprecedented in the 
U.K.” 

The accusations against 
Savile, who died last year 
at age 84, grew after five 
women said during a TV 
program broadcast in Oc¬ 
tober that they had been 
sexually abused by the pre¬ 
senter. The claims triggered 
a scandal that rocked the 
BBC, which has been ac¬ 
cused of failing to report 
allegations against Savile 
while making shows prais¬ 
ing him. Police said they 
are putting together a re¬ 
port on Savile’s activities 
based on the alleged vic¬ 
tims’ evidence, expected 
to be published early next 
year. On Wednesday, po¬ 
lice published an update 
on the probe with the fol¬ 
lowing details: 

—199 crimes have been 
recorded in 17 police juris¬ 
dictions in which Savile is a 
suspect. 

—31 rape allegations have 
been recorded against the 
disgraced children's televi¬ 
sion presenter. 

—450 people have come 
forward with information 
relating to Savile, mainly al¬ 
leging sexual abuseO 



Herman Nackaerts of the International Atomic Energy Agency, 
IAEA, Deputy Director General and Head of the Department 
of Safeguards, speaks to the press before his flight to Iran, at 
Vienna’s Schwechat airport, Austria, Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Ronald Zak) 


Colombia military reform slammed by Human Rights Watch 


FRANK BAJAK 
Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 

— Against strong objec¬ 
tions from rights activists, 
Colombia's Congress over¬ 
whelmingly approved a 
constitutional amendment 
Tuesday night to give mili¬ 
tary courts greater jurisdic¬ 
tion over crimes committed 
by armed forces members. 
Colombia’s military has a 
checkered human rights 
record that has in the past 
led U.S. lawmakers to se¬ 
lectively withhold aid from 
tainted units. 


Winning final approval in 
the Senate by a 57-7 vote, 
the law is widely consid¬ 
ered a gesture by President 
Juan Manuel Santos to 
placate the military brass, 
whose support he needs 
in peace talks with Colom¬ 
bia’s largest leftist rebel 
group to end a half-centu- 
ry-old conflict. 

Santos is expected to sign 
the legislation this week. 
Jose Miguel Vivanco, 
Americas director for Hu¬ 
man Rights Watch, called 
the amendment “an un¬ 
necessary and premeditat¬ 


ed blow to human rights.” 
“It creates a serious risk of 
‘false positives’ and other 
military atrocities remain¬ 
ing unpunished,” he said. 
“False positives” refer to kill¬ 
ings by soldiers of civilians, 
often lured into traps with 
promises of employment, 
who are later dressed up 
as leftist rebels to increase 
units’ body counts. 

There are hundreds of 
such cases from the 2000s 
that coincided with major 
battlefield gains by Colom¬ 
bia’s U.S.-backed military 
against the leftist Revolu¬ 


tionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia, or FARC. Colom¬ 
bian military units have also 
colluded with right-wing 
death squads responsible 
for the killings of thousands 
of suspected rebel sym¬ 
pathizers. “’False positives' 
are going to end up out¬ 
side the civil justice system 
and there’s no way around 
it,” said Sen. Parmenio 
Cuellar of the leftist Polo 
Democratico party and a 
former justice minister. Viv¬ 
anco lobbied successfully 
to include language in the 
amendment that specifies 


military courts can under 
no circumstances try cases 
of crimes against human¬ 
ity or violations of interna¬ 
tional humanitarian law, 
including forced disap¬ 
pearance, sexual violence, 
torture, forced dislocation 
and extra-judicial execu¬ 
tions. However, rights ac¬ 
tivists and leftist lawmakers 
failed to persuade the bill’s 
sponsors to replace “extra¬ 
judicial executions” with 
the exact names of crimes 
that are defined in the le¬ 
gal code, such as murder 
and aggravated murderO 
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Venezuelan VP Nicolas Maduro: 

‘Complex and hard’ process for Chavez after surgery 



Venezuela's Vice President Nicolas Maduro, center, addresses 
the nation on live television at Miraflores presidential palace 
in Caracas, Venezuela, Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2012. Over the 
weekend, Chavez named Maduro as his chosen political heir. 

(AP Photo/Efrain Gonzalez) 


FABIOLA SANCHEZ 
IAN JAMES 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Vice President Nico¬ 
las Maduro looked grim 
Wednesday amid grow¬ 
ing worries about President 
Hugo Chavez’s health and 
the country's future, tell¬ 
ing his compatriots the 
leader faces a “complex 
and hard” process after his 
fourth cancer-related op¬ 
eration in Cuba. 

Maduro made the an¬ 
nouncement one day af¬ 
ter Chavez’s surgery, look¬ 
ing sad as he appeared 
on state television along¬ 
side two top officials who 
accompanied fhe presi¬ 
dent to Havana. “It was a 
complex, difficult, delicate 
operation,” said Maduro, 
whose voice was hoarse 
and cracked at times after 
meeting in the pre-dawn 
hours with the officials who 
went to Cuba. “The post¬ 


operative process is also 
going to be a complex 
and hard process.” Ear¬ 
lier in the day, Venezuelan 
state television broadcast 
a Roman Catholic Mass in 
which Chavez’s support¬ 
ers prayed for his health. 
On the streets of Caracas, 
Venezuelans on bofh sides 
of the country's deep politi¬ 
cal divide voiced concerns 
about Chavez’s condi¬ 
tion and what might hap¬ 
pen if he died. Maduro, 
tapped by Chavez over 
the weekend as his chosen 
political heir, was flanked 
by National Assembly Presi¬ 
dent Diosdado Cabello 
and Oil Minister Rafael 
Ramirez, who accompa¬ 
nied the president to Ha¬ 
vana for fhe surgery. The 
pair returned to Caracas at 
about 3 a.m. Wednesday 
and talked with the vice 
president about the presi¬ 
dent’s health situation until 
daybreak. Without giving 


details, Maduro reiterated 
Chavez's recent remarks 
that the surgery present¬ 
ed risks and that people 
should be prepared for any 
“difficult scenarios, which 
can be faced only with 
the unity of the people.” 
Still, he expressed opti¬ 
mism Chavez would return 
home. “We’re more united 


than ever," said Maduro. 
“We're united in loyalty to 
Chavez.” The vice presi¬ 
dent criticized the opposi¬ 
tion, accusing it of using 
Chavez’s illness fo affack 
him. Some political adver¬ 
saries have said the presi¬ 
dent should be more forth¬ 
coming about details of his 
pelvic cancer. Maduro had 


said Tuesday night that the 
operation concluded suc¬ 
cessfully after more than six 
hours and that Chavez was 
to begin “special treat¬ 
ments," which he didn’t 
specify. Chavez’s children 
and grandchildren ac¬ 
companied him in Havana 
during the surgery, the vice 
president said.Q 
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Delicious Rice Table for two 


Thai 

RESTAURANT 


Palm Beach 186, next to Wendy’s 

Phone 586-8071 «info@sawasdee-aruba.com 


Open Monday ■ Saturday from 5pm ■ 10:30pm » Sunday CLOSED! 


Everything made fresh to order! 


• Seafood 

• Curries 

• Vegetarian 


Argentines shocked by sex slave verdict 


EMILY SCHMALL 
MICHAEL WARREN 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — The acquittal of 13 
people accused in the dis¬ 
appearance of a young 
woman who was alleged¬ 
ly kidnapped and forced 
into prostitution for “VIP 
clients" spread shock and 
outrage across Argentina 
on Wednesday, prompt¬ 
ing street protests and calls 
by political leaders to im¬ 
peach the three judges 
who delivered the verdict. 
Many called the ruling a 
setback for Argentina’s ef¬ 
forts to combat sex traffick¬ 
ing, which began largely 
as a result of Susana Tri- 
marco's one-woman, de- 
cade-long quest to find her 
missing daughter, Maria de 
los Angeles “Marita" Ve- 
ron. Her attorneys said she 
would pursue appeals. 
Trimarco’s search exposed 
an underworld of orga¬ 
nized crime figures who op¬ 
erate brothels with protec¬ 
tion from authorities across 
Argentina. Security Minister 
Nilda Garre called the ver¬ 
dict “a tremendous slap in 
the face for the prospect 
of justice.” “It’s not only a 
reversal for this particular 
case of the kidnapping 
and disappearance of 
Marita Veron, that made 
society feel deeply the dra¬ 
ma of this kind of 21st cen¬ 
tury slavery, covered up for 
decades by the customs of 
a network of machista cul¬ 
ture," she said. 

It also “renders invisible 
the suffering of the victims 
of human-trafficking net¬ 
works and sexual exploita¬ 
tion, who gave such cou¬ 
rageous testimony during 
the trial, and consecrates 
judicial impunity for these 
crimes,” Garre said. 

Other officials also rallied 
around Veron's mother, 
denouncing the verdicts 
and praising government 


efforts to save women 
from prostitution. “Today, 
more than ever, we stand 
united with Susana and her 
family in their quest to find 
Marita and we honor the 
courageous work she has 
done to defend the victims 
and the survivors of human 
trafficking in Argentina and 
all over the world,” U.S. Em¬ 
bassy spokeswoman Ana 
Duque-Higgins said. 
President Cristina Fernan¬ 
dez personally called her 
to express her surprise and 


outrage. “I thought I would 
find her destroyed, but I 
found her more together 
than ever, more commit¬ 
ted to keep fighting,” the 
president said. “I told her, 
‘Susana you can always 
count on me,' and she told 
me ‘President don't worry. 
I’m going to keep fighting.” 
Fernandez also said that 
while she can’t prove it, 
she's sure that judicial cor¬ 
ruption influenced the ver¬ 
dicts, showing the need 
to reform how judges are 
picked and allowed to re¬ 


main in their jobs. Political 
rivals have called this cam¬ 
paign an attack on judicial 
independence. Trimarco's 
lawyers said the verdict 
shows that impunity still 
reigns, and they said they 
would pursue appeals. 

“The reality is that the po¬ 
lice are not investigating 
Marita’s disappearance. 
It’s Susana Trimarco who is 
investigating and it's been 
this way from the begin¬ 
ning," attorney Carlos Gar- 
mendia told The Associat¬ 


ed Press. “The Marita case 
is emblematic. As a result, 
much was learned about 
trafficking networks, how 
they move (people), how 
they operate,” he said. 
When Veron disappeared a 
decade ago, sexual exploi¬ 
tation and people-traffick¬ 
ing got much less attention 
around the world, let alone 
in northwestern Argentina, 
where she was allegedly 
kept as a sex slave by an 
organized crime ring with 
close ties to authorities in 
the provinces of Tucuman 


and La Rioja. Much of the 
case was built years later, 
as Trimarco's efforts pro¬ 
duced witnesses who said 
they suffered alongside 
Veron in the brothels. One 
said she saw Veron being 
beaten; another said she 
saw her being held captive 
to provide sex to VIP clients. 
Andrea D., one of these 
women, testified that she 
had seen Veron with her 
hair dyed blonde wearing 
blue-tinted contacts at a 
brothel in La Rioja. She said 


she had been kidnapped 
at gunpoint and forced 
into prostitution by the 
same organized crime ring, 
and testified that some of 
the accused said Marita 
had been sold off to broth¬ 
els in Spain. Defense law¬ 
yers dismissed the women's 
testimony as the lies of un¬ 
reliable witnesses, and the 
lack of any physical evi¬ 
dence linking the defen¬ 
dants to Veron proved de¬ 
cisive, the judges said in a 
brief explanation from the 
bench. □ 


EBU invests 
Heavily in top 
cycling races 

GRAHAM DUNBAR 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — The Euro¬ 
pean Broadcasting Union 
showed its faith in cycling 
on Wednesday, announc¬ 
ing a third long-term race 
broadcasting deal since 
Lance Armstrong was 
stripped of his seven Tour 
de France titles. 

The EBU, which has mem¬ 
bers in 56 countries and 
completes rights deals with 
race organizers, extended 
its commitment to the one- 
day classic Amstel Gold 
Race through to 2016. The 
event is the biggest in the 
cycling heartland of the 
Netherlands. 

Despite cycling's dam¬ 
aged image after the 
Armstrong case, Europe’s 
public broadcasters also 
extended rights deals in 
recent weeks for the Tour 
of Flanders one-day clas¬ 
sic and Criterium du Dau- 
phine, a weeklong warm¬ 
up each June for the Tour 
de France. The EBU also 
has European rights to cy¬ 
cling's signature event 
through 2015. “Apparently 
there is lots of substantial in¬ 
terest on the market in cy¬ 
cling,” Stefan Kuerten, the 
EBU director of sports and 
business, told The Associ¬ 
ated Press in an interview. 
“Most of us and others are 
believing that cycling is 
on the way ... to being a 
proper sport again without 
having any problems with 
doping." Rights value and 
the size of ratings have de¬ 
fied the damage done by 
doping scandals in recent 
years, according to the 
EBU, which doesn’t release 
details of its contracts. 
Kuerten described cycling 
as a “relevant and attrac¬ 
tive Olympic sport” that 
deserved wider attention 
on free-to-air channelsO 



Protesters shout slogans in front of the building where government representatives of Argentina’s 
Tucuman's province work in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2012. Activists are 
protesting the Tuesday decision by judges that found all defendants innocent in a high-profile case 
of an Argentine woman, Maria de los Angeles “Marita” Veron, who was allegedly kidnapped and 
forced into prostitution a decade ago in Tucuman. (AP Photo/Victor R. Caivano) 



























Following nine months of intense construction 

Aruba Bank celebrates the topping of the roof at its new branch in Hato 


ORANJESTAD - At the wake of nine months of 
intense construction, Aruba Bank was pleased 
to have recently celebrated its spantenbier, the 
topping of the roof, at its new branch in Hato. 
This new branch is located right next to the El¬ 
mar NV headquarters. The new building covers 
almost 3,000 square meters, resulting in a very 
spacious and modern facility. 

Construction began in February 2012, and went 
according to schedule, with the topping of the 
roof unfolding as planned. The new building is 
technologically advanced and eco-friendly. 
One example of its environmental conscien¬ 
tiousness is the VRV airconditioning system 
installed, which consumes 30% less electric¬ 
ity. Also, the building’s lighting system features 
automatic shut off when no activity is regis¬ 
tered. Typical Aruban plants will be used for 
the landscaping,requiring little irrigation, while 


saved rainwater and recycled water from the 
building will be used to water those that do. 

The new bank branch will offer its users excit¬ 
ing benefits. And judging from the flow of traf¬ 
fic passing through that area, the building will 
service many clients, featuring ample parking 
places, easy access to banking services, and a 
short waiting time. 

Shanoulle Bikker, Marketing/Public Relations 
Manager, delivered the welcome remarks at 
the topping of the roof celebration. At the end 
of her speech. Marcelline Richardson, Manag¬ 
ing Director of Aruba Bank, performed a sym¬ 
bolic act, that of burying a bottle containing the 
speech and the blueprints of the building at the 
site. As the first commercial bank established in 
Aruba, Aruba Bank decided to place the bottle 
in the ground on which the atrium is built. As the 
building is located in an archeologically signifi¬ 


cant area, future archeologists, digging in the 
district of Hato, might find the bottle and uncov¬ 
er the secrets of the building and its designation. 
Chairman of the Board, Bastiaan Guis, pre¬ 
sided over the official part of the spantenbier, 
sprinkling the Aruban flag, raised over the high¬ 
est roof rafters with beer, according to Dutch/ 
Aruban tradition. Bank employees and invitees 
from the community continued to celebrate the 
occasion, with entertainment by Nico Connor 
and his steelpan. 

Aruba Bank is please to note that work on the 
building has progressed quickly and would like 
to thank the contractor and all construction 
workers for their unconditional support. Thanks 
to their dedication, Aruba Bank’s new branch 
will soon conclude construction, thereby rais¬ 
ing the level of service delivered to clients to an 
even higher level. □ 










































































Thursday, December 13, 2012 


Ml LOCAL 




Located at South Beach Centre | Palm Beach 55 r Aruba ] Tel: 586 3888 j Fax: 586 8883 


j.f/. ye« ^ 

*i (p Asian Bistrok^^l 

IMP— i 

1 r i LJ ' _LJ 

r 5J ^ f 1 


Bl _ jM- Mlj/F'Sm Jj ’ 1 1 

■ 

■ _ > 



J "‘j ■ : j 


/ 0?tH \«R IT ■ 

f Ym v 

JF 





y^ L 


Tonight at the Palm Beach Plaza Mall: 

Legendary George McCrae - Rock your Baby! 


PALM BEACH - Legendary 
George McCrae, the sing¬ 
er who made Rock Your 
Baby into a global hit, will 
perform live on the stage 
of Cas di Glas, the five- 
day fundraising event that 
is held at the Palm Beach 
Plaza Mall from December 
12 - 16. Tonight, from 8 - 
8:30, Mr. McCrae will wow 
his audience with his voice, 
a voice that is still reaching 
the high -C that is his trade¬ 
mark. Singing and making 


music is in his blood and 
a new CD called Love will 
be coming out next April. 
"Of course every song will 
have to do with love,” told 
George to Siomara Everon, 
the glamorous presenter of 
Nos Mainta, TeleAruba’s 
live morning show, where 
guests included Junior 
Tecla and Levi Silvanie, 
other performing stars at 
Cas di Glas 2012. 

The story of George's dis¬ 
covery is amazing: Harry 


Wayne Casey (KC) and 
Richard Finch of the then 
unknown band KC & the 
Sunshine Band wrote Rock 
your Baby in 1974, but 
they just had a success¬ 
ful single out and they 
asked George, who just 
happened to be in the re¬ 
cording studio, to sing their 
song. And the rest is history: 
the number sold more than 
52 million times! Quite a 
few hit songs followed, but 
George is best-known for 



Came list Vonc/uda 
This is her second 
visit to the island. 
She loves Aruba's 
Beaches, 



his Baby! 

Married to former Dutch 
model and personal savvy 
business manager Yvonne 
Bergsma, George is a hap¬ 
py man after a turbulent 
life. Son Shaka, named af¬ 
ter the African freedom 
fighter Shaka Zoeloe), is 
planning to step into his 
father’s rather giant foot¬ 
steps. George McCrae 
is a valued inhabitant of 
Aruba; he changes homes 


whenever his schedule al¬ 
lows it. 

The world famous star will 
perform live in concert at 
Palm Beach Plaza Mall on 
Thursday evening, Decem¬ 
ber 13, free of charge. A 
donation for the elderly on 
the island (Wit Gele Kruis 
Aruba), however, would be 
much appreciated. And 
of course: thank you, big- 
hearted George McCrae! 
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GRAND VICTORIA 


BAR & 

RESTAURANT 


INAL CUISINE 


Located at tha Palm Beach #164 near the traffic llghte opposite 
the high-rise hotel, walking distance from the hotels. We have 
the best prices on all of our cuialnog. Call; 5B6-4481 


mmm smrnum 

umeasa 

Palm Ik-ilfl) frIKJ * Tel: (297} 5H6-HM0 
Op#fl howf*; - Sfllufttoy Bart ■ 1?mnjn»alh1 

Snflurriay Sfim * KJpm 

Has everything that you need for a good 
vacation. We have a wide variety of liquors 
and wine, beach items and much mere. 



It’s Lunch Time at the Blue 
Lobster Restaurant! 



PALM BEACH-The proud 
owner of the Blue Lob¬ 
ster Restaurant is ready to 
extend the already well- 
known seafood & lobster 
experience and bring this 
to a new level by providing 
its patrons with new options 
at lunch time. 

By now the Blue Lobster is 
synonymous with great cui¬ 
sine, professional warmth 
and friendly service. The 
Blue Lobster is now provid¬ 
ing a new culinary expe¬ 
rience to tourist and lo¬ 
cals alike: for the first time. 
Creole food is now being 
served on a daily basis in 
an elegant double-table 
clothed restaurant. Patrons 
can sit in a nice air con¬ 
ditioned ambiance while 
enjoying a beautifully exe¬ 
cuted steel pan Caribbean 
sound. 

The news is spreading fast, 
many tourist have already 


tasted the master dish 
“Beef Soup," an Aruban 
old-style 1930's recipe (sopi 
di carni), and the famous 
Aruban “Awa di Playa” 
(fish soup), like grandma 
used to prepare it. 

The Blue Lobster’s interna¬ 
tional chef has taken time 
to undergo special train¬ 


ing to bring to perfection 
the preparation of Aru¬ 
ban food. There is a great 
array of stew plates, like 
stew meat, stew chicken 
and stew goat, all made 
according to the old au¬ 
thentic local recipes. Now 
Aruban food at the Blue 
Lobster can make your trip 




a real trip to Aruba: yes a 
trip to a real Aruban culi¬ 
nary experience. 

“Of course the fish is fresh, 
and catch-of-the-day is 
done Aruban style, with lo¬ 
cal flavor and presentation. 
Patrons can enjoy a nice 
“mochi” of barracuda, a 
great portion of fried Wa- 
hoo, or if preferred, a nice 
full plate-sized red snapper, 
served with funchi, (polen¬ 
ta) rice, fried plantain, and 
the chef’s special salad,” 
says Mr. Castano. 

The best part of all this, 
is that the Aruban lunch 
prices are also quoted in 
Aruban guilders, same as 
if you were eating at the 
corner refresqueria, but at 
a much more elegant and 
cozy place. So get ready 
to have a great main dish 
for under 10 bucks in most 
cases. 

Knowing that there are 
different tastes for a nice 
lunch, the Blue Lobster has 
opened the opportunity to 
go international. If you're 
looking for a satisfying light 
lunch, the Blue Lobster pro¬ 


vides fresh salads, lobster 
chowder, fish chowder, 
bouillabaisse, grouper fillet 
in mushroom sauce, Cae¬ 
sar chicken salad, and a 
whole lot more! 

You can go for tapas too. 
Lunch can be fun: tapas 
at the Blue Lobster are a 
real teaser of what the 
main dinner menu is, and 
for lunch they are served in 
trios. There are 34 options 
to choose from, including 
the lobster termidor and 
the Hawaiian lobster tapas, 
which are the top sellers, as 
well as the Caribbean co¬ 
conut shrimps and the duo 
soup tapas. 

And don’t forget: if you 
can’t make it for lunch, you 
can make sure to be there 
at dinner time! 

The Blue Lobster has been 
awarded with the Certifi¬ 
cate of Excellence 2012 by 
Trip Advisor, for their excep¬ 
tionally high quality menu 
and professional personal¬ 
ized service, which have 
earned the Blue Lobster 
well-deserved international 
recognition.^ 
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Elvis Gomez wins Shoco Award “Supervisor of the Year” 



PALM BEACH - Aruba’s annual SHOCO awards 
were handed out to the 2012 nominees at the 
Renaissance Convention Center recently. Aru¬ 
ba Marriott's Elvis Gomez was awarded with the 
Shoco award “Supervisor of the year”, one of 
the most prestigious professional awards in Aru¬ 
ba. 

The Shoco Award plays an important role on 
rewarding and promoting excellence which is 


the cornerstone for economic development 
in Aruba. Recognizing excellence and sharing 
successes enhances performance and boosts 
productivity in the local labor market. 

Gomez’s nomination for the SHOCO award 
was submitted by the Aruba Marriott Resort & 
Stellaris Casino, as he was honored “Associ¬ 
ate of the Year 2011 ” at the Aruba Marriott for 
his outstanding job in the Accounting Depart¬ 


ment. He was promoted to Storeroom Supervi¬ 
sor in the beginning of 2012, his current position 
at the resort. Accompanied by his colleagues 
and family, Gomez received the Shoco award 
from Ronella Tjin Asjoe-Croes, CEO of the Aruba 
Tourism Authority at the Gala Award event. The 
Aruba Marriott Resort & Stellaris Casino proudly 
congratulates Elvis Gomez with this award. Ma¬ 
sha Pabien Elvis! □ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!" 



□RANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina 1$ home oF 
Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen 
oF the established seafood 
restaurant Driftwood In 
Oronjesfacf. 

DriltwOqd owner Herby 


Merryweafher has a love 

ond passion I or fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 
about fish, who I our local 
wgien have to oFFen ond 
*hoi the words "fresh sea¬ 
food" molly mean. 

What Herby catches will be 
served in his resFawanl on 
ihe same day. Herby loves 
la share his fishing passion 
wilh She many visiFars Fo the 
island. His Reel of c 35 ft, 
Twin Engine Bertram yochi 
and a 50 It. Twin Engine 
Pasl yachl. appropriately 
called ’■Driftwood I and li. 
is avertable i& chanters on 
a daily basis From Sam Fa 
12 noqn pnd Tram 1 pm Fa 


5pm, 

Catch your own dlnnef 

A charier includes; 
captain, male, all Fishing 
equipment, boil, sodas and 
boltled water. On a full day 
charier sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. 
You con call Herby rfireetty 
al (297) 592 *&+£> or go to 
www.driHwoQdaruba.cam. 

Driftwood Restaurant 


Thu authentic Arubon sea¬ 
food restaurant is located 
in characteristic ddwnlown 
OranjesSdd, Their extend¬ 
ed menu has been jubled 
by many. Driftwood offers 
daily specials, ds welt as a 
deScious 4-course menu Far 
|ust |25.f5 

Charter deep sea fishing 
rales: 

5400-1/2 day 


5760- fuffl day 
Pates per boat 
Max. 6 people 
Driftwood Restaurant 
Aulheniic Aruban Seafood 
Restaurant; Kiipsiraat 12. 

Downtown Ora njeitco 

Tet; 1297)585 2515 
www.driFrwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day. 
tram 5pm H lQ:3Gpm. 

Sunday Closed. 































































































Congress 
examines 
science behind 
NFL HGH test 

HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Pro Football Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Back 
in August 2011, the NFL and 
the players' union signed 
off on a new labor deal 
that set the stage for the 
league to test for human 
growth hormone, perhaps 
as soon as a month later. 
Nearly two full seasons 
have gone by and noth¬ 
ing’s happened. 

The NFL Players Association 
won’t concede the valid¬ 
ity of a test that’s used by 
Olympic sports and Major 
League Baseball, and the 
sides haven't been able to 
agree on a scientist to help 
resolve that impasse. 

The congressional oversight 
and government reform 
committee is holding a 
hearing on Wednesday to 
take a look at the science 
behind tests for HIGH. 

It’s a substance that is hard 
to detect and believed to 
be used by athletes for a 
variety of benefits, whether 
real or only perceived — 
such as increasing speed 
or improving vision. 

“The players are claiming 
that the testing is question¬ 
able. What’s bothering me 
about all of this is that the 
players made an agree¬ 
ment in 2011 ... that they 
would begin the human 
growth hormone testing, 
and it seems to me that 
they have thrown road¬ 
blocks and found excuses 
not to do it. And that con¬ 
cerns me. An agreement is 
an agreement,” said con¬ 
gressman Elijah Cummings, 
who noted that he expects 
there will be additional 
hearings. 

“We also want to make sure 
that the players are treated 
fairly," Cummings said in a 
telephone interview. 


Continued on next Page 
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All signs point to Watson as U.S. Ryder Cup captain 



American Tom Watson tees off on the 8th hole during the Pro-Am competition at the Australian 
Open golf tournament in Sydney, Australia, Wednesday, Dec. 5, 2012. 

Associated Press 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

In the two months since a 
stunning loss in the Ryder 
Cup, the PGA of America 
talked about doing things 
differently when selecting 
its next captain. 

Tom Watson certainly 
would break the mold. 

Golf Digest reported on its 
website late Tuesday that 
the PGA of America plans 
to pick Watson, celebrated 
worldwide as an eight-time 
major champion and re¬ 
vered in Scotland where 
he won four of his five British 
Open titles. 

“We look forward to sharing 
the news of the 2014 Ryder 
Cup captain on Thursday,” 
PGA spokesman Julius Ma¬ 
son said when asked for 
comment. 

The PGA of America spares 
no expense or amount of 
glitz when it comes to the 
Ryder Cup, and that much 
hasn't changed. Instead 
of a standard news con¬ 
ference, it will introduce its 
next captain on Thursday 
during a segment on the 
“Today” show on NBC, the 
longtime broadcast part¬ 
ner at the Ryder Cup. 

Later, it will have a news 
conference in the Empire 
State Building. 

Watson will be 65 when the 
Ryder Cup is played at Gle- 
neagles, Scotland, mak¬ 
ing him by oldest captain 
in U.S. history. Sam Snead 
was 57 when he was cap¬ 


tain in 1969. Watson has 
not played a full U.S. PGA 
Tour schedule in 14 years, 
though he is still capable of 
showing the young kids a 
thing or two as one of the 
cleanest ball-strikers in his¬ 
tory. It was only three years 
ago that Watson stood 8 
feet away from capturing 
the British Open at Turnber- 
ry at age 59. 


Stranger still, he says he has 
not been to a Ryder Cup 
since he last was captain 
in 1993 at The Belfry, which 
also was the last time the 
Americans won in Europe. 
And his relationship with 
Tiger Woods is much like 
how the weather can be 
in Scotland in the early au¬ 
tumn — cold and damp. 
He would be the first repeat 


captain since Jack Nick- 
laus in 1987 on his home 
course of Muirfield Village. 
Watson said over the week¬ 
end at the Australian Open 
that it would be a “great 
honor if I got tapped on 
the shoulder,” though he 
said he had not spoken to 
the PGA. 

The organization risks some 
fallout. 


By taking a veteran of 
Watson’s age would be to 
overlook Larry Nelson for 
the second time. Nelson is 
a three-time major cham¬ 
pion — twice at the U.S. 
PGA Championship — who 
did not take up golf seri¬ 
ously until he returned from 
the Vietnam War. He had 
9-3-1 record in the Ryder 
Cup and won all five of his 
matches in 1979, beating 
Seve Ballesteros in four of 
those matches. 

At least two former cap¬ 
tains lobbied the PGA on 
behalf of Nelson, who was 
in line to be a captain in 
the 1990s. 

For the last 30 years, it was 
easy to predict the next 
American captain. The 
PGA of America tended 
to choose a former major 
champion still moderately 
active on the PGA Tour, 
which keeps him in touch 
with the current players. 
That ordinarily would point 
toward former U.S. PGA 
Championship winner Da¬ 
vid Toms, though there has 
been discussion among 
PGA officials over the last 
month that Toms could 
wait until 2016 without any 
future candidate, such as 
Jim Furyk or Phil Mickelson, 
losing his turn. 

PGA president Ted Bishop 
has said he wants only to 
win the Ryder Cup. Europe 
has captured the cup sev¬ 
en of the last nine timesO 


NFL HGH test 


Continued on next Page 

“We want to hear the sci¬ 
ence, so we can make 
some valid judgments as 
to the players’ allegations 
that this may not be valid.” 
A memo sent by com¬ 
mittee staff members last 
week to lawmakers says: 
“Every week of football 
played without a test for 
HGH endangers the game 
and sends a message to 
young athletes that HGH 
is tolerated at the game's 
highest level." 

The memo closes by say¬ 
ing: “This hearing will ex¬ 
amine the science behind 
current HGH testing and 
highlight the fact that this 


testing is available to use in 
the NFL.” 

In a statement issued on 
Tuesday previewing the 
hearing, committee chair¬ 
man Darrell Issa sent some¬ 
thing of a warning to the 
NFL and players. 

“There has been a frus¬ 
trating lack of progress on 
testing. The possibility that 
federal legislation could 
eventually be adopted to 
address this problem may 
be unlikely at this point, but 
the league and its players 
would be unwise to ignore 
it,” Issa said. 

The committee did not ask 
anyone from the league or 
union to testify on Wednes¬ 
day. Scheduled witnesses 
include Pro Football Hall of 
Fame member Dick Butkus, 



NFL football Hall of Famer Dick Butkus gestures as he testifies on 
Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2012, before the 
House Oversight and Government Committee hearing on “HGH 
Testing in the NFL: Is the Science Ready? 


U.S. Anti-Doping Agency 
chief science officer Larry 
Bowers, and National Insti¬ 
tutes of Health deputy di¬ 
rector Lawrence Tabak. 


Associated Press 

In written testimony sub¬ 
mitted to the committee. 
Bowers says “there is a 
broad consensus among 
scientific experts who regu¬ 


larly work in the growth hor¬ 
mone field” that the test is 
reliable and valid, and that 
“the chances of an athlete 
who has not used synthetic 
growth hormone testing 
positive are comparable to 
the chance of that same 
athlete being struck by 
lightning during his or her 
lifetime.” 

Bowers writes that World 
Anti-Doping Agency re¬ 
cords show that as of late 
August, 12 positive results 
showed up from 12,764 
HGH tests around the world. 
“I would like to point out 
that the only people who 
are still questioning the 
methodology and validity 
of the ... test are lawyers, 
not scientists," his testimony 
reads.Q 
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Raptors’ 
Johnson 
suspended 
1 game 

The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) - Toronto 
center-forward Amir John¬ 
son was suspended for one 
game without pay by the 
NBA on Tuesday for throw¬ 
ing his mouthpiece at a ref¬ 
eree in the Raptors’ loss at 
Portland on Monday night. 
Johnson and referee David 
Jones both tugged at the 
ball following a Portland 
free throw in the third quar¬ 
ter. After Jones ejected him 
and started to walk away, 
Johnson threw his mouth¬ 
piece in Jones’ direction 
Teammates had to restrain 
Johnson before he was es¬ 
corted from the floor. 
Johnson will miss Toronto's 
home game against Brook¬ 
lyn on Wednesday night.Q 


NBA Roundup 


Knicks rally to overrun Nets 100-97 


The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Car- 
melo Anthony scored a 
season-high 45 points, Ja¬ 
son Kidd made the tie¬ 
breaking 3-pointer with 24 
seconds left, and the New 
York Knicks rallied from an 
early 17-point hole to beat 
the Brooklyn Nets 100-97 on 
Tuesday night. 

Kidd finished with 18 points 
against his former team, 
who used to dominate the 
Knicks when he played in 
New Jersey. Now the series 
is tied at 1-1 since the Nets 
moved to Brooklyn, both 
games coming down to 
the tense final minutes. 
Andray Blatche scored 23 
points in place of Brook 
Lopez, who missed his 
sixth straight game with a 
sprained right foot. Deron 
Williams added 18 points 
and 10 assists, and Reg¬ 


gie Evans grabbed 18 re¬ 
bounds, but the Nets lost 
their fifth straight. 

Gerald Wallace scored 17 
points, but both he and Wil¬ 
liams missed potential tying 
3-pointers on the last pos¬ 
session after Kidd broke a 
97-all tie with his 3-pointer 
from the left side while be¬ 
ing fouled by Jerry Stack- 
house. 

Kidd missed the free throw 
in an otherwise terrific effort 
for the 39-year-old point 
guard. 

CAVALIERS 100, LAKERS 94 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Kyrie 
Irving scored 28 points in 
his return after missing 11 
games with a broken finger, 
helping Cleveland drop the 
Lakers to a new low in a tu¬ 
multuous season. 

Irving added 11 assists in 39 
minutes as the Cavs ended 
a five-game losing streak. 



New York Knicks guard Jason Kidd (5) shoots a 3-pointer over 
Brooklyn Nets forward Jerry Stackhouse to lift the Knicks to a 100- 
97 win in their NBA basketball game at Barclays Center, Tues¬ 
day, Dec. 11, 2012, in New York. 

Associated Press 


Kings C Cousins suspended 1 game 



Dallas Mavericks power forward Elton Brand (42) defends against 
Sacramento Kings center DeMarcus Cousins (15) in the second 
half of an NBA basketball game Monday, Dec. 10, 2012, in Dal¬ 
las. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 

Sacramento Kings cen¬ 
ter DeMarcus Cousins, 
top, lands on top of Dallas 
Mavericks’ Derek Fisher (6) 
chasing a loose ball in the 
first half of an NBA basket¬ 
ball ... 

MILWAUKEE (AP) - Sacra¬ 
mento center DeMarcus 
Cousins was suspended for 
one game without pay by 
the NBA on Wednesday for 
striking Dallas’ O.J. Mayo in 
the groin area in the Kings’ 
road loss Monday night. 
Cousins sat out the Kings’ 
game Wednesday night at 
Milwaukee. 

“’Obviously, you miss a tre¬ 
mendous piece to your 
team when you have 
been playing pretty de¬ 
cent of late,” Kings coach 
Keith Smart said before the 
game against the Bucks. 



CKIIDA BO 0100 


“’When you lose a guy like 
Cousins it's tough because 
you can’t replace what he 
brings to your team. We are 
going to try, but it won’t be 
easy.” 

It’s the second suspension 
of the season for Cousins, 
who missed two games 
in November after con¬ 
fronting San Antonio Spurs 
broadcaster Sean Elliott fol¬ 
lowing a game. 

Cousins leads the Kings 
in scoring (17.2 points per 
game), rebounds (9.9) 
and steals (1.4). He had 
25 points in 35 minutes in 
the 119-96 loss at Dallas on 


Monday. 

“’They (the NBA) are mak¬ 
ing the message very 
clear,” Smart said. "There 
is nothing that you can do 
that won’t be seen by the 
league. Sometimes during 
the course of a basketball 
game there are going to 
be things that may hap¬ 
pen, and players will some¬ 
times target certain play¬ 
ers. DeMarcus has to be 
a bigger man and move 
away from anything that 
may distract him because it 
hurts our team. . One thing 
is very clear: The league will 
not tolerate any of this.' ’□ 


Kobe Bryant scored 42 
points and Dwight How¬ 
ard had 19 points and 20 
rebounds, but it wasn’t 
enough to stop the Lakers 
from losing for the eighth 
time in 11 games and to a 
Cleveland team that came 
in with just four wins. 

C.J. Miles scored 28 in his 
first start this season for the 
Cavs. 

Los Angeles was without 
Pau Gasol, who missed 
his fifth straight game with 
knee tendinitis. 

CLIPPERS 94, BULLS 89 
CHICAGO (AP) — Blake 
Griffin had 22 points and 10 
rebounds to help the Clip¬ 
pers beat Chicago for their 
seventh straight victory — 
the team's longest winning 
streak in two decades. 
Marco Belinelli hit a 3-point- 
er with less than a minute 
left to cut Chicago’s defi¬ 
cit to 89-87, but Chris Paul 
answered with a floater in 
the lane, then iced it with 
three free throws down 
the stretch as Los Angeles 
snapped the Bulls’ season- 
high three-game winning 
streak. 

Paul finished with 18 points 
and four assists as the Clip¬ 
pers swept the season se¬ 
ries for the first time since 
2009-10. 

Carlos Boozer had 24 points 
and 13 rebounds for the 


Bulls, who had won five of 
six overall. 

NUGGETS 101, PISTONS 94 
AUBURN HILLS, Mich. (AP) 
— Ty Lawson had 26 points, 
seven assists and five re¬ 
bounds, and Corey Brewer 
added 15 points to Denver 
over Detroit. 

Andre Iguodala had 12 
points and eight rebounds 
for the Nuggets, who rallied 
from a slow start in which 
they trailed by as many as 
17 in the first quarter. Ja- 
Vale McGee also scored 12 
for Denver. 

Brandon Knight had 20 
points and five assists for 
the Pistons. Jason Maxiell 
added 18 points, six blocks 
and six rebounds, and Rod¬ 
ney Stuckey scored 17. 
Danilo Gallinari hit a 3-point- 
er with 1:48 left to give the 
Nuggets a 96-89 lead be¬ 
fore Lawson’s driving layup 
with 1:15 remaining pushed 
it to 98-89. 

WIZARDS 77, HORNETS 70 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Jor¬ 
dan Crawford scored 26 
points to help Washington 
spoil the return of overall 
No. 1 pick Anthony Davis 
with a win over New Or¬ 
leans. 

Bradley Beal added 15 
points for the Wizards, who 
trailed by as many as 13 
and never led until the 
fourth quarter. □ 
























Thursday, December 13, 2012 


DISPORTS 




Winner Ryan Lochte of U.S. 
stands for the national an¬ 
them of his country during the 
medals ceremony for men’s 
200 meters freestyle of the 
FINA Short Course Swimming 
World Championships at the 
Sinan Erdem Arena in Istanbul, 
Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2012. 
Associated Press 


Lochte wins 2 
golds at short- 
course worlds 

ISTANBUL (AP) — Olympic 
star Ryan Lochte won two 
gold medals Wednesday 
as the United States domi¬ 
nated the first day of the 
short-course world champi¬ 
onships in Istanbul. 

The American posted a 
time of 1 minute, 41.92 
seconds in the 200-me- 
ter freestyle event at the 
Sinan Erdem Dome. Paul 
Biedermann of Germany, 
the world record holder, 
finished second in 1:42.07, 
while Conor Dwyer of the 
United States was third in 
1:43.78. 

Lochte got another gold 
in the 4x100 freestyle relay 
when he and teammates 
Anthony Ervin, James Fei- 
gen and Matt Grevers fin¬ 
ished in 3:06.40. The Italians, 
who were fastest in the 
heats, won silver in 3:07.07, 
followed by Australia in a 
time of 3:07.27. 

Lochte won six gold medals 
and one silver when Dubai 
hosted the short-course 
championships in 2010. He 
won five medals at the Lon¬ 
don Olympics, including 
two golds. 

In women's competition, 
the U.S. team of Megan Ro¬ 
mano, Chelsea Chenault, 
Shannon Vreeland and Al¬ 
lison Schmitt won the 4x200 
freestyle relay in 7:39.25. 
Russia was second in 
7:42.77. 


Kim Clijsters beats Venus 
Williams in farewell game 


ANTWERP, Belgium (AP) — 
Former No. 1 Kim Clijsters 
ended her career with a 
6-3, 6-3 victory over Venus 
Williams in a ceremonial 
farewell match. 

Clijsters retired after the 
U.S. Open but organized 
a match to thank her fans, 
13,000 of whom turned up 
at Antwerp Sports Palace, 
including Crown Prince Phil- 
lipe and Princess Mathilde. 
In a lighthearted encoun¬ 
ter, Clijsters was always go¬ 
ing to come out on top but 
still wowed the crowd with 
the kind of play that made 
her famous before injuries 
got the best of her at 29. 



Belgium’s Kim Clijsters holds a giant racket as she greets her 
supporters after winning an exhibition match against Venus 
Williams from the U.S. at the Sportpaleis in Antwerp, Belgium, 
Wednesday Dec. 12, 2012. 

Associated Press 


Clijsters beat Williams on the way to her last two U.S. Open titles, in 2009 and 2010, and 
she held a 7-6 edge over the American on the WTA Tour. She also won at Flushing Mead¬ 
ow in 2005 and captured the 2011 Australian Open.Q 


Choo to Reds, Bauer to 
Indians in 3-team trade 





In this Aug. 26, 2012, file photo, Cleveland In¬ 
dians right fielder Shin-Soo Choo, from South 
Korea, catches a fly ball off the bat of New 
York Yankees' Chris Stewart in the seventh 
inning of a baseball game in Cleveland. The 
Indians traded Choo to the Cincinnati Reds 
and acquired prized pitching prospect Trevor 
Bauer from the Arizona Diamondbacks in a 
three-team deal Tuesday, Dec. 11. 

Associated Press 


TOM WITHERS 
AP Sports Writer 

CLEVELAND (AP) — The Cleveland Indians 
traded outfielder Shin-Soo Choo to the Cin¬ 
cinnati Reds and acquired prized pitching 
prospect Trevor Bauer from the Arizona Dia¬ 
mondbacks in a three-team deal complet¬ 
ed on Tuesday. 

Center fielder Drew Stubbs was sent from 
Cincinnati to Cleveland as part of the nine- 
player swap. 

In addition to Stubbs, the Indians received 
Bauer, the No. 3 pick in the 2011 draft, and 
pitchers Matt Albers and Bryan Shaw from 
the Diamondbacks. 

Cleveland shipped Choo, infielder Jason 
Donald and about $3.5 million to the Reds, 
while sending left-handed reliever Tony Sipp 
and first baseman Lars Anderson to Arizona. 
The Diamondbacks also received shortstop 
prospect Didi Gregorius from Cincinnati. 
Choo, who has been Cleveland’s primary 
right fielder since 2006, will play center and 
bat leadoff for Cincinnati. 

“It was very difficult giving up home-grown 
talent, but we think Choo can fill the miss¬ 
ing parts in our lineup both offensively and 
defensively,” Reds general manager Walt 
Jocketty said in a statement. “He is an ex¬ 
citing player, and we expect him to set the 
table." 

Dealing Choo was almost a necessity for 
the Indians. He was entering the final year 
of his contract and is eligible for free agen¬ 
cy in 2013. The Indians have not been able 
to work out a deal with agent Scott Boras, 
who has turned down several extensions in 
recent yearsO 


Pacquiao 
promises 
future fights 



Filipino boxer Manny Pac¬ 
quiao, right, cracks a joke as 
he addresses his fans upon 
arrival in Manila, Philippines 
Wednesday Dec. 12, 2012 with 
his wife, Jinkee, left, following 
his 6th round knockout loss to 
Mexican Juan Manuel Mar¬ 
quez in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
— Manny Pacquiao has re¬ 
turned to the Philippines af¬ 
ter his knockout loss to Juan 
Manuel Marquez, saying 
he will fight again despite 
some members of his family 
imploring him to retire. 
Shortly after arriving in Ma¬ 
nila on Wednesday, Pac¬ 
quiao told fans “we will rise 
again” and “there will be 
future fights.” 

He says he will rest for five 
months before going back 
to the ring. 

Government officials and 
fans carrying signs that 
read “you're still our great¬ 
est champion and hero” 
welcomed Pacquiao 
and his wife Jinkee at the 
airport.Q 

Ocampo pulls 
out of title 
fight vs Burns 

LONDON (AP) — Ricky Burns 
will not defend his WBO 
lightweight title in London 
on Saturday after Filipino 
opponent Jose Ocampo 
pulled out of the fight cit¬ 
ing “contractual issues with 
TV." Ocampo had been a 
late stand-in for Burns’ origi¬ 
nal challenger, Liam Walsh, 
who withdrew after hurting 
his back in a car crash. 
Promoter Frank Warren 
says Burns will return to the 
ring late in January for the 
Scotsman’s third defense 
of his belt.Q 
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Hockey fans fed up with ongoing NHL labor strife 



A fan holds up a sign as Team WHL and Team Russia play during the third period in game 5 of the 
CHL Subway Super Series in Vancouver, British Columbia Wednesday Nov. 14, 2012. The National 
Hockey League locked out it's players in September and has canceled all NHL games through the 
end of November. 

Associated Press 


By DAN GELSTON 
AP Sports Writer 

Sitting in a hockey locker 
room, Steve Chase be¬ 
came the latest die-hard 
fan fed up with the NHL 
lockout. 

Living in Los Angeles, Chase 
believed the league had 
squandered all the good¬ 
will built in the area after 
the Kings won the Stanley 
Cup. His weekly pickup 
games with friends be¬ 
came his only taste of the 
sport he loved because of 
the ongoing labor strife that 
has dragged on for months. 
So he took a poll of his bud¬ 
dies, then took a pledge: 
“’We're not coming back.” 
Not for good. Just not after 
the lockout is settled, not 
for a while. 

Chase started the grass 
roots "Just Drop It” cam¬ 
paign that encourages fans 
to boycott one NHL game 
for every game canceled 
after Dec. 21st. No tickets, 
no TV, no merchandise - not 
a minute or a penny spent 
on the league, punishment 
for what he believed are 
continued abuses of loyalty 
on their fan base. 

He made a video and start¬ 
ed a Facebook page, urg¬ 
ing fans to click the "like” 
button and join the cause. 
More than 11,000 angry 
fans have joined since the 
weekend, a puck drop in 
the circle compared to the 
millions of fans who attend 
games, but the latest small 
sign fans won’t again be 
easily won back. 

“’People are trying to crush 
the NHL,” Chase said. 
“’That's not our goal. Our 
goal is just to get hockey 
back. Hopefully somebody, 
somewhere cares about 
this and decides, ‘Guys, 
we’ve got to get back and 
talk.' The fans are right. 
“’They’re fighting over our 
money.” 

The days of letter writing 
and 30-second phone 
calls to sports radio sta¬ 
tions have ballooned to 
steady streams of hashtags, 
Facebook posts and home¬ 
made videos from fans who 
just want to come in from 
the cold of this labor battle 
and watch their slap shots 
and saves. 

They are exasperated over 
a work stoppage with no 


end in sight and little regard 
for the fans. 

Penguins captain Sidney 
Crosby understood why 
fans are upset over the 
third lockout in Commis¬ 
sioner Gary Bettman's 20- 
year tenure. 

”1 don't blame anyone 
for being frustrated with 
this process,” Crosby said. 
“’Everyone’s got to be frus¬ 
trated with the way this has 
gone. It’s pretty easy for ev¬ 
eryone involved to feel that 
way.” 

Kind of like they sing in a 
song about union execu¬ 
tive director Donald Fehr's 
old sport, some fans vow 
it’s one, two, three lockouts 
and they're out. 


"I wouldn’t blame them 
if they did that by any 
stretch,” Penguins for¬ 
ward Craig Adams said, 
“'but I can't predict that.” 
It's actually pretty easy to 
call this shot. 

For all the angry tweets, 
texts, threats and orga¬ 
nized campaigns, fans will 
still pick up the remote and 
print out tickets as soon as 
the strife ends. 

They always do. In every 
sport. Remember 1994? 
After the World Series was 
wiped out, baseball loyal¬ 
ists vowed never to return 
to the old ball game. Fu¬ 
eled by super-sized sluggers 
and retro ballparks, atten¬ 
dance topped 60 million 


in 1996, 70 million in 1998 
and soared to 79,503,175 in 
2007. 

The NHL, of course, can’t 
match those numbers. But 
the story arc is still the same. 
The NHL drew 20,854,169 
fans when the sport re¬ 
turned in 2005-06 - 497,970 
more than the total in 2003- 
04, the season before the 
lockout. 

The NHL saw an atten¬ 
dance uptick each of the 
next three seasons and to¬ 
taled a record 21,468,121 
fans in 2011-12. 

Fans are filling stadiums 
from A (Air Canada) to X 
(Xcel Energy) and most 
geographic points in be¬ 
tween. If there are fans still 


holding out over the lost 
season and refusing to step 
foot inside an NHL arena, 
they're at least throwing on 
their oversized Winter Clas¬ 
sic sweaters and watching 
from home. 

The 2004 Stanley Cup fi¬ 
nals between the Tampa 
Bay Lightning and Calgary 
Flames averaged 3.286 mil¬ 
lion viewers on ABC/ESPN, 
the Nielsen company said. 
Those numbers actually 
dipped in 2006 and 2007 
when Carolina and Ana¬ 
heim, two nontraditional 
hockey markets, won the 
Cup. 

When hockey-mad cities 
like Pittsburgh, Detroit, Phil¬ 
adelphia and Chicago all 
reached the finals, though, 
the ratings soared. 

The Blackhawks-Flyers series 
in 2010 on NBC/Versus av¬ 
eraged 5.167 million view¬ 
ers, the highest for the finals 
since 2002, Nielsen said. 

The NHL is coming off its 
sixth consecutive year of 
record revenue, with a pro¬ 
jection of more than $3.2 
billion by the end of the 
2012 Stanley Cup playoffs, 
the league said. 

Don’t forget, the NHL has a 
$2 billion, 10-year deal with 
NBC Sports Group through 
the 2020-21 season. 

"Our fan support coming 
back last time was out¬ 
standing and we were 
probably a little bit sur¬ 
prised to see how good it 
was,” Adams said. "That 
speaks to how much the 
fans love the game."Q 


Hockey union to hold charity game in Toronto 


TORONTO (AP) — Tampa Bay Lighting forward Steven 
Stamkos and P.K. Subban of the Montreal Canadiens will 
lead teams of locked-out NHL players during a charity 
game next week at the former Maple Leaf Gardens. 

The game will be held next Wednesday at Ryerson Uni¬ 
versity's new Mattamy Athletic Centre, located inside the 
building the Toronto Maple Leafs called home from 1931- 
99. The proceeds will benefit the NHL Players' Association’s 
Goals & Dreams fund and RBC's Play Hockey initiative. 

“A great opportunity to share the joy and excitement 
of hockey with our fans," Stamkos said in a statement 
released Wednesday. “I'm looking forward to playing 
alongside this impressive lineup of fellow NHL players while 
helping to raise funds to benefit local hockey programs 
across the country.” 

James Neal, Logan Couture, Dion Phaneuf, Phil Kessel, 
Tomas Kaberle, Mike Komisarek, Kris Versteeg, Niklas Kro- 
nwall and John-Michael Liles are also expected to attend. 
Complete rosters for Team Stamkos and Team Subban ros¬ 
ters will be announced. □ 



New Jersey Team’s PK Subban (76) tries to control the puck un¬ 
der pressure from New York Team’s Matt Martin (17) during the 
first period of a charity hockey game in Atlantic City, N.J., Satur¬ 
day, Nov. 24, 2012. 

Associated Press 
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Personal Health: 

When daily stress gets in the way of life 


JANE E. BRODY 
© 2012 New York Times 

I was about to give an 
hourlong talk to hundreds 
of people when one of 
the organizers of the event 
asked, “Do you get nervous 
when you give speeches?” 
My response: Who, me? 
No. Of course not. 

But this was a half-truth. I 
am a bit of a worrier, and 
one thing that makes me 
anxious is getting ready for 
these events: fretting over 
whether I’ve prepared the 
right talk, packed the right 
clothes or forgotten any¬ 
thing important, like my 
glasses. Anxiety is a fact of 
life. I’ve yet to meet any¬ 
one, no matter how up¬ 
beat, who has escaped 
anxious moments, days, 
even weeks. Recently I suc¬ 
cumbed when, rushed for 
time just before a Thanks¬ 
giving trip, I was told the 
tires on my car were too 
worn to be driven on safely 
and had to be replaced. 
“But I have no time to do 
this now,” I whined. 

“Do you have time for an 
accident?" my car-savvy 
neighbor asked. So, with 
a pounding pulse and no 
idea how I’d make up the 
lost time, I went off to get 
new tires. I left the car at 
the shop and managed 
to calm down during the 
walk home, which helped 
me get back to the work 
I needed to finish before 
the trip. It seems like such 
a small thing now. But ev¬ 
eryday stresses add up, ac¬ 
cording to Tamar E. Chan- 
sky, a psychologist in Plym¬ 
outh Meeting, Pa., who 
treats people with anxiety 
disorders. You’ll be much 
better able to deal with a 
serious, unexpected chal¬ 
lenge if you lower your daily 
stress levels, she said. When 
worry is a constant, “it takes 
less to tip the scales to 
make you feel agitated or 
plagued by physical symp¬ 
toms, even in minor situa¬ 
tions,” she wrote in her very 
practical book, “Freeing 
Yourself From Anxiety.” 
WHEN CALAMITIES ARE 
REAL 

Of course, there are often 
good reasons for anxiety. 
Certainly, people who 
lost their homes and life's 


treasures - and sometimes 
loved ones - in Hurricane 
Sandy can hardly be fault¬ 
ed for worrying about their 
futures. But for some peo¬ 
ple, anxiety is a way of life, 
chronic and life-crippling, 
constantly leaving them 
awash in fears that prevent 
them from making moves 
that could enrich their lives. 
In an interview, Chansky 
said that when real ca¬ 
lamities occur, “you will 
be in much better shape 
to cope with them if you 


don’t entertain extraneous 
catastrophes.” 

By “extraneous," she 
means the many stresses 
that pile up in the course 
of daily living that don't 
really deserve so much of 
our emotional capital - the 
worrying and fretting we 
spend on things that won’t 
change or simply don’t 
matter much. “If you worry 
about everything, it will get 
in the way of what you re¬ 
ally need to address,” she 
explained. “The best deci¬ 
sions are not made when 
your mind is spinning out 
of control, racing ahead 
with predictions about how 
things are never going to 


MELISSA EDDY 
© 2012 New York Times 

BERLIN - German lawmak¬ 
ers Wednesday passed leg¬ 
islation ensuring parents the 
right to have their boys cir¬ 
cumcised, bringing a close 
to months of legal uncer¬ 
tainty set off by a regional 
court’s ruling that equated 
the practice with bodily 
harm. The measure passed 
by a vote of 434-100, with 46 
abstentions, in Germany's 
lower house of Parliament, 


get any better. Precious en¬ 
ergy is wasted when you’re 
always thinking about the 
worst-case scenarios.” 
When faced with serious 
challenges, it helps to nar¬ 
row them down to specific 
things you can do now. To 
my mind, Chansky's most 
valuable suggestion for 
emerging from paralyzing 
anxiety when faced with a 
monumental task is to ‘'stay 
in the present - it doesn’t 
help to be in the future. 
“Take some small step to¬ 


day, and value each step 
you take. You never know 
which step will make a dif¬ 
ference. This is much better 
than not trying to do any¬ 
thing." Chansky told me, 
“If you're worrying about 
your work all the time, you 
won’t get your work done." 
She suggested instead that 
people “compartmental¬ 
ize.” Those prone to worry 
should set aside a little time 
each day simply to fret, 
she said - and then put 
aside anxieties and spend 
the rest of the time getting 
things done. This advice 
could not have come at 
a better time for me, as I 
faced holiday chores, two 


the Bundestag. The vote fol¬ 
lowed months of emotional 
debate, and angered and 
alienated many German 
Jews and Muslims, for whom 
circumcision is a religious 
rite, integral to their beliefs. 
But opponents of the bill, in¬ 
cluding 66 lawmakers who 
had proposed a version of 
the legislation that would 
have banned the proce¬ 
dure for boys younger than 
14, insisted that removing a 
healthy body part from a 


trips in December, and five 
columns to write before 
leaving at midmonth. Rath¬ 
er than focusing on what 
seemed like an impossible 
challenge, I took on one 
task at a time. Somehow it 
all got done. 

POSSIBLE THINKING 
Many worriers think the 
solution is positive think¬ 
ing. Chansky recommends 
something else: think “pos¬ 
sible.” “When we are stuck 
with negative thinking, we 
feel ouf of options, so to 
exit out of fhat we need 
fo be reminded of all the 
options we do have,” she 
writes in her book. If this is 
not something you can do 
easily on your own, consult 
others for suggestions. Dur¬ 
ing my morning walk with 
friends, we often discuss 
problems, and inevitably 
someone comes up with a 
practical solution. But even 
if none of their suggestions 
work, at least they nar¬ 
row down possible courses 
of action and make the 
problem seem less forbid¬ 
ding. “If other people are 
not caught in the spin that 
you're in, they may have 
ideas for you that you 
wouldn't think of,” Chan¬ 
sky said. “We often do this 
about small things, but 
when something big is go¬ 
ing on, we hesitate to ask 
for advice. Yet that’s when 
we need it most.” 

Chansky calls this “a com¬ 
munity cleanup effort," 
and it can bring more than 
advice. During an espe¬ 
cially challenging time, like 
dealing with a spouse’s se¬ 
rious illness or loss of one's 
home, friends and fam¬ 
ily members can help with 


child too young to have a 
say in the matter violates ba¬ 
sic human rights. Before the 
vote, Sabine Leutheusser- 
Schnarrenberger, Germa¬ 
ny’s justice minister, urged 
lawmakers to consider the 
far-reaching implications of 
their decision. "There is no 
country in the world where 
the circumcision of boys for 
religious reasons is consid¬ 
ered a criminal act,” Leu- 
theusser-Schnarrenberger 
said. “With this legislation. 


practical matters like shop¬ 
ping for groceries, provid¬ 
ing meals, cleaning out the 
refrigerator or paying bills. 
“People want to help oth¬ 
ers in need - it's how the 
world goes around,” she 
said. Witness the many 
thousands of volunteers, in¬ 
cluding students from other 
states on their Thanksgiving 
break, who prepared food 
and delivered clofhing and 
equipment to the victims 
of Hurricane Sandy. Even 
the smallest favor can help 
buffer stress and enable 
people to focus produc¬ 
tively on what they can do 
to improve their situation. 
Another of Chansky's in¬ 
valuable fips is fo “let go of 
the rope.” 

When feeling pressured fo 
figure ouf how to fix things 
now, “walk away for a 
few minutes, but promise 
to come back.” As with a 
computer that suddenly 
misbehaves, Chansky sug¬ 
gests that you “unplug and 
refresh," perhaps by “tak¬ 
ing a breathing break,” in¬ 
haling and exhaling calmly 
and intentionally. “The 
more you practice calm 
breathing, the more it will 
be there for you when you 
need it,” she wrote. 

She also suggests taking 
a break to do something 
physical: “Movement shifts 
the moment.” Take a walk 
or bike ride, call a friend, 
look through a photo al¬ 
bum, or do some small 
cleaning task like clearing 
off your night table. 

When you have a clear 
head and are feeling less 
overwhelmed, you’ll be 
better able to figure out 
the next stepO 


the German government 
makes clear that Jewish 
and Muslim life is clearly 
welcome in Germany.” The 
Cologne court's ruling pro¬ 
voked outrage in Israel, Tur¬ 
key, the United States and 
elsewhere. It proved an 
embarrassment to Chan¬ 
cellor Angela Merkel’s gov¬ 
ernment, painfully aware 
thaf postwar Germany can 
ill afford to be seen as sup¬ 
porting such a dangerous 
message of intolerance. □ 



For some people, chronic anxiety is a way of life, leaving them 
awash in fears that prevent them from making moves that could 
enrich their lives. (Yvetta Fedorova/The New York Times) 


German lawmakers vote to protect circumcision 
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Facebook poised to roll out more privacy controls 



In this May 18,2012 file photo provided by Facebook, Facebook founder. Chairman and CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg, center, rings the Nasdaq opening bell from Facebook headquarters in Menlo Park, 
Calif. Robert Greifeld, second from right, CEO of the Nasdaq-OMX Stock Market, Inc. The social 
media company had its IPO. 

Associated Press 


MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Facebook is trying to make 
its privacy controls easier 
to find and understand in 
an effort to turn the world’s 
largest social network in to 
a more discreet place. 

The fine-tuning announced 
Wednesday will include 
several revisions that will 
start rolling out to Face- 
book’s more than 1 billion 
users during the next few 
weeks and continue into 
early next year. 

The most visible, and per¬ 
haps most appreciated, 
change will be a new “pri¬ 
vacy shortcuts" section that 
appears as a tiny lock on 
the right-hand side at the 
top of people’s news feeds. 


This feature offers a drop¬ 
down box where users can 
get answers to common 
questions such as “Who can 
see my stuff?" and “How do 
I stop someone from both¬ 
ering me?” 

Other updates will include 
a tool that enables individu¬ 
als to review all the publicly 
available pictures identify¬ 
ing them on Facebook and 
suggestions on how to re¬ 
quest that an embarrassing 
or unflattering photograph 
be removed. Facebook 
also plans to plant a priva¬ 
cy education page at the 
top of its users' news feeds 
within the next month or so 
to help them better man¬ 
age their online identities. 
This marks the most exten¬ 
sive overhaul of Facebook’s 


privacy controls in about 15 
months. 

The new controls are an 
implicit acknowledgement 
by Facebook that the near¬ 
ly 9-year-old service hasn't 
always done the best job 
providing its users with eas¬ 
ily accessible ways to corral 
the information and photos 
being posted on the web¬ 
site. 

Facebook’s critics suspect 
the social network delib¬ 
erately obfuscated its pri¬ 
vacy controls as part of a 
scheme to expose as much 
personal information as 
possible to help the com¬ 
pany attract more adver¬ 
tisers. 

But that has never been the 
case, according to Samuel 
Lessin, Facebook’s director 
of product management. 
“Our number one priority is 
to not surprise users with our 
controls,” he said. 
Facebook Inc., which is 
based in Menlo Park, Cali¬ 
fornia, began paying more 



"FAVIFUNDACION 
CII WSION" \ 


attention to its privacy con¬ 
trols and reputation as it 
matured into one of the 
world’s best-known com¬ 
panies. The scrutiny has in¬ 
tensified since Facebook 
became a publicly traded 
company seven months 
ago. 

Some of the upcoming 
changes reflect Face¬ 
book’s ambition to estab¬ 
lish its website as a digital 
scrapbook that will contain 
key moments spanning 
many decades of its users' 
lives. 

The new photo-reviewing 
tool is designed to make it 
easier for someone to flag 
old pictures that might not 
seem as cool as they once 
did. 


For instance, a Facebook 
user who didn’t mind being 
shown quaffing beer from 
a keg as an 18-year-old 
in college might not feel 
comfortable having that 
image publicly available as 
a 30-year-old looking for a 
job or starting a family. 
Facebook rarely will re¬ 
move a photo on its own, 
but one of its new features 
helps users ask a friend who 
posted the image to take it 
down. 

Facebook is reshuffling its 
privacy controls the same 
week that it revoked its 
users' right to vote on 
changes to the social net¬ 
work's privacy policies. Les¬ 
sin said the timing is purely 
coincidental. □ 
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Stocks end little changed after Fed rally fizzles 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
ended the day little 
changed Wednesday af¬ 
ter a rally prompted by 
the Federal Reserve’s lat¬ 
est economic stimulus pro¬ 
gram fizzled out. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average closed down 2.99 
points at 13,245.45. It had 
risen as much as 81 points 
after the Fed said earlier in 
the day that it would ex¬ 
tend a bond-buying plan 
and keep interest extreme¬ 
ly low. 

The S&P finished 0.64 points 
higher at 1,428.48. The Nas¬ 
daq composite was down 
8.49 points at 3,013.81. 

The Fed said it will keep 
spending $85 billion a 
month on bond purchases 
to drive down long-term 
borrowing costs and stimu¬ 
late economic growth. Of 
that amount it will spend 
$45 billion on long-term 
Treasury purchases to re¬ 
place a previous bond¬ 
buying program of equal 


size. The central bank also 
said it would keep its key 
short-term interest rate near 
zero at least until the unem¬ 
ployment rate drops below 
6.5 percent or inflation rises 
to 2.5 percent. Previously, it 
had said that it expects to 
keep the rate low until at 
least mid-2015. 

The enthusiasm over the 
Fed’s announcement, 
which came at 12:30 p.m. 


(1730 GMT), was short-lived. 
It briefly drew investors’ 
attention away from the 
tense, high-level budget 
talks taking place in Wash¬ 
ington. Also, the amount 
of bond buying the central 
bank said it would under¬ 
take was in line with what 
investors were expecting, 
Joseph Tanious, a Global 
Market Strategist with J.P. 
Morgan Funds, said. 


“I don’t think you're see¬ 
ing markets react hugely” 
to the Fed, Tanious said. 
“Clearly what is driving 
markets right now is the 
fiscal policy. What’s hold¬ 
ing markets hostage.... 
is uncertainty around the 
fiscal cliff.” In Washington, 
lawmakers were still trying 
to reach a deal to avoid 
the fiscal “cliff,” a series of 
sharp tax increases and 
spending cuts that will 
hit the economy in Janu¬ 
ary if Congress and Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama are 
unable to thrash out an 
agreement to reduce the 
U.S. budget deficit. 

The Dow and the S&P 
advanced for the pre¬ 
vious five days as opti¬ 
mism increased that a 
deal can be struck. The 
S&P is trading at its high¬ 
est in five weeks and has 
now erased all of its post¬ 
election losses. Stocks 
fell immediately after the 
vote Nov. 6 on concern 
that a divided govern¬ 
ment would struggle to 


resolve the budget issue. 
Chemicals giant DuPont 
advanced 61 cents, or 1.4 
percent, to $44.30 after the 
company unveiled plans 
to buy back up to $1 billion 
of its shares next year and 
said that profit for this year 
will reach the high end of 
its forecasts. The yield on 
the 10-year Treasury note 
rose 5 basis points to 1.71 
percent. 

Other stocks making big 
moves: 

—Eli Lilly and Co. fell $1.60 
to $49 after the Indianap¬ 
olis drugmaker said it will 
conduct the additional, 
late-stage study of its pos¬ 
sible Alzheimer’s treatment 
solanezumab. The move 
delays a regulatory deci¬ 
sion on a drug that flashed 
potential to help patients 
with mild cases of the dis¬ 
ease. 

—Flealth insurer Aetna Inc. 
rose $1.43 to $45.91 after 
the company said late 
Tuesday that it expects 
sales and profit to grow 
next year.Q 



Trader Anthony Riccio works on the floor of the New York Stock 
Exchange. Stocks ended the day little changed Wednesday 
after a rally prompted by the Federal Reserve's latest economic 
stimulus program fizzled out. (AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


Fewer CEOs expect hiring dip over next 6 months 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A sur¬ 
vey of U.S. chief executives 
shows the number of large 
companies that plan to 
add jobs or hire more work¬ 
ers is essentially unchanged 
versus three months ago, 
although fewer expect hir¬ 
ing to decrease. 

The Business Roundtable 
said Wednesday that 29 
percent of its member 


CEOs plan to increase hir¬ 
ing over the next six months, 
the same as in September 
when the group released its 
previous quarterly survey. 
But only 29 percent expect 
hiring to decrease versus 34 
percent in the previous re¬ 
port. CEOs are slightly more 
pessimistic about their fu¬ 
ture sales, capital spend¬ 
ing and the overall U.S. 


economy, amid uncertainty 
over the impact of budget 
cuts and tax increases that 
are set to take effect at the 
start of next year. CEOs are 
worried about the pend¬ 
ing U.S. budget changes, 
known as the “fiscal cliff." 
“The past quarter’s survey 
results reflect continued un¬ 
certainty of business lead¬ 
ers surrounding the ability 


of our political leaders to 
reach a principled com¬ 
promise for resolving the 
fiscal cliff and related defi¬ 
cit and debt issues,” Jim 
McNerney, chairman of 
fhe Roundfable and CEO 
of The Boeing Co., said 
during a conference call 
wifh reporters. “We will 
grow faster next year and 
the year after if we resolve 


this thing than we will if we 
don’t,” he added. Earlier 
this month, all the Roundta¬ 
ble members delivered let¬ 
ters to the White House and 
to congressional leaders 
urging a compromise that 
includes more revenue, 
even if it means raising tax 
rates, and structural and 
benefit changes to social 
programs. □ 
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Bernanke: Fiscal cliff hurting economy 


Deutsche Bank: 
Co-CEO, CFO 
in tax probe 

FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 

— Deutsche Bank says its 
co-chief executive Juer- 
gen Fitschen and chief fi¬ 
nance officer Stefan Krause 
are under investigation as 
part of a tax evasion probe 
linked to the bank’s emis¬ 
sions trading business. 

The bank said Wednesday 
Fitschen and Krause are 
being investigated be¬ 
cause they signed off on 
the company’s 2009 tax 
declaration. The bank says 
any errors in the declara¬ 
tion were corrected later in 
a timely way, adding that 
prosecutors say the chang¬ 
es were made too late. 
Prosecutors said 500 police 
officers swooped Wednes¬ 
day on Deutsche Bank AG 
offices and private proper¬ 
ties in Frankfurt, Berlin and 
Duesseldorf. 

Fitschen took over as co- 
CEO along with Anshu Jain 
earlier this year; in 2009, he 
was the head of the com¬ 
pany’s regional businesses. 
The Frankfurt prosecutors’ 
office says 25 employees of 
the bank are suspected of 
serious tax evasion, money 
laundering and attempted 
obstruction of justice. 

Arrest warrants have 
been issued against five, 
but those do not include 
Fitschen and Krause, a 
prosecutor’s spokesman 
said. 

Deutsche Bank said the in¬ 
vestigation began in spring 
2010 and focuses on “a lim¬ 
ited number of individuals” 
under suspicion of fraud 
connected with value- 
added tax in the trading 
of carbon emission certifi¬ 
cates. 

It said it was cooperating 
with the investigation^ 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. economy is already 
being hurt by the “fiscal 
cliff” standoff in Washing¬ 
ton, Federal Reserve Chair¬ 
man Ben Bernanke said 
Wednesday. But Bernanke 
said the Fed believes the 
crisis will be resolved with¬ 
out significant long-term 
damage. 

The steep tax increases 
and spending cuts can be 
avoided with a success¬ 
ful budget deal, Bernanke 
said during a news confer¬ 
ence after the Fed’s final 
meeting of the year. The 
Fed’s latest forecasts for 
stronger economic growth 
next year and slightly lower 
unemployment assume 
that happens. 

Still, Bernanke said the un¬ 
certainty surrounding the 
resolution is already affect¬ 
ing consumer and business 
confidence. And it has led 
businesses to cut back on 
investment. 


“Clearly the fiscal cliff 
is having effects on the 
economy,” Bernanke said. 
Bernanke said the most 
helpful thing that Congress 
and the Obama adminis¬ 
tration can do is resolve the 


issue quickly. 

“I’m hoping that Congress 
will do the right thing on the 
fiscal cliff," Bernanke said. 
“There is a problem with 


kicking the can down the 
road.” 

Bernanke repeated his be¬ 
lief that if the scheduled tax 
hikes and spending cuts do 
take effect in January, they 
will have a significantly ad¬ 


verse effect on the econo¬ 
my, regardless of what the 
Fed might do. 

“We cannot offset the full 
impact of the fiscal cliff. It's 


just too big,” Bernanke said. 
Still, the Fed took more 
steps Wednesday to try 
and help boost economic 
growth and lower unem¬ 
ployment. 

After the meeting, the Fed 
said it would keep its key 
short-term interest rate near 
zero as long as unemploy¬ 
ment remains above 6.5 
percent and inflation stays 
tame. It was the first time 
the Fed had linked future 
rate increases to specific 
economic markers. 

And in an effort to drive 
unemployment lower, the 
Fed said it will spend a to¬ 
tal of $85 billion a month to 
sustain an aggressive drive 
to keep long-term interest 
rates low. 

Keeping rates low encour¬ 
ages more borrowing and 
spending, which drives 
economic growth. 

At the news conference, 
Bernanke said changes in 
the purchases will be de¬ 
termined by how the econ¬ 
omy performs.Q 
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Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Bernanke speaks during a 
news conference at the Federal Reserve Board in Washington, 
Wednesday, Dec. 12,2012. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta) 
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SEE 1 ? 

I ALREADy 
WROTE IT. 
ALL I NEED 
IS yOUR 
SIGNATURE 


The teuSHty or Nice 
peAL may Be oveR- 
R3teD...ELmo Gave 
\t His Best shot... 
sinceReLy, 



I'M ATTACHING IT 
IN My E-MAIL TO 
SANTA...I CAN 
ONLy HOPE HE'S 
GRADING ON A 
CURVE THIS yEAR/ 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



FOUND SOME 
SMELLS DISGUSTING 
BAB^ DIAPERS IN THE 
TRASH CAN. 



Baby Blues 

I TU0U6UT NOU'P 86 UPSgT To 
£No\N TUM VOO U)gR6 A g|Tg(2 
W P£6£aiOOL. 
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1 OJAS JUST A 
RIP TUgN.TUE 
IMPORTANT 
TWMSTUAT 
I BDtfT PO IT 


TUAT'S 
RlCMT. ^ 

/ I 


Rormeiw)ST\ 
IMPORTANT 
TUlNfe \S 
serins "me 

BEPUTttlON 


utm 

H&WR- 

SUIRTVOU 

UJWOT0? 

TO 

BORROW, 

/ 




4EREMT- 
I RECOMMEND 
THIS BCDK... 
IT'S A CLASSIC! 



INTERESTING ARPCLES! 
WWW.^omelxrlng>lah.oom 
WWW. stnpefyin^Gtndy.c»m 
WWW- Mselessblatheroorri 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Easy to handle; 
gentle 

5 _ the way; 
pioneers 

10 Dull in color 

14 Strong _ ox 

15 Extremely 

16 City near Lake 
Tahoe 

17 Longstanding 
quarrel 

18 Spick-and-span 

19 Dines 

20 Garment 
alterers 

22 Disease that 
gives red spots 

24 Lamb’s mother 

25 Injures 

26 Make laugh 

29 Hydrogen or 
oxygen 

30 Miami ^ Fla. 

34 “A _ home is 
his castle” 

35 Spider’s 
creation 

36 Football shirt 

37 Perform 

38 Hand over 

40 Beanie 

41 Left shore 

43 Little child 

44 Stockings 

45 Perspiration 

46 Uncooked 

47 Takes a chunk 
out of 

48 Religious 
belief 

50 Massage 

51 Modified 

54 Winged horse 
of myth 

58 Half of eight 

59 Ice cream 
portion 

61 Couldn’t _; fell 
apart 

emotionally 

62 Karenina” 

63 Piece of dining 
room furniture 

64 Owl’s cry 

65 Become dizzy 

66 Sales pitch 

67 Travel lodges 
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Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


DOWN 

Pres. William 
Howard _ 
Bewildered 
Hawaiian island 
Perpetual 
■gotten gain 
Building wings 

7 Supped 

8 Theater plays 

9 Not as crazy 

10 Bureau 

11 Genuine 

12 Opening bet 

13 Supervisor 
21 Be in the red 
23 Yellow-orange 

25 Native 
environment 

26 Pile up 

27 Colorful parrot 

28 Loosen 

29 Become firm 

31 Necktie type 

32 Discontinue 

33 Overdoes the 
promotion 

35 Marry 

36 Fast plane 


Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved 



(c) 2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 
All Rights Reserved. 


38 Dissuade 

39 Sworn promise 
42 Sideways 

football pass 
44 Small barbecue 

46 Railroad porter 

47 Beetle or ant 

49 Birds’ homes 

50 Fight off 


51 In the distance 

52 “The _ 
Ranger" 

53 Melody 

54 Vaulter’s need 

55 In just a bit 

56 Come _; find 

57 _ up; arranges 
60 Japanese sash 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































A Holiday 

The Swirl Girls 
© 2012 Cox Newspapers 
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. - 

Don't get me wrong, we 
love bottles of wine as gifts. 
Always. But if you want to 
look beyond those won¬ 
derful glass packages con¬ 
taining liquid delights, then 
we have a few ideas. 

Looking for practical? 
Check. Looking for fun and 
funky? Check. We’ve cov¬ 
ered the wine waterfront, 
so to speak. 

Ideas from Bold: 

Cork Lazy Susan Kit 
As I toss another wine cork 
from a really nice bottle, 
sometimes I sigh deeply, 
because I’m a pack rat 
by nature, and these corks 
remind me of good times, 
good friends and good 
vino. So on my holiday gift 
wish list will be the Cork Lazy 
Susan Kit from the Wine En¬ 
thusiast catalog. 

There are at least 12 differ¬ 
ent items to help collect 
corks (trivets, animal fig¬ 
ures, serving tray), but the 
$129.95 lazy Susan would 
be useful, too. I’m nothing if 
not practical. Information: 
www.wineenthusiast.com. 

1 'Inventing Wine: A New His¬ 
tory of One of the World's 
Most Ancient Pleasures,” 
by Paul Lukacs (W.W. Nor¬ 
ton & Company; $28.95; 
350 pages) 

The only thing better than 
reading while sipping a 
good glass of wine is read¬ 
ing a good book about 
wine at the same time. 

Paul Lukacs’ book (he's 
the author of two previous 
books about wine) is truly a 
history book. From the an¬ 
cients to today, wine’s jour¬ 
ney has taken some stops, 
starts and a lot of odd turns 
from the bottle to glasses 
made for every varietal. 
You’ll find stories about 
what made different cul¬ 
tures grow certain grapes, 
why wine was invented (it's 
all about pleasure of some 
kind), and some ideas 
about where vineyards 
may take us. Pack this up 
with a bottle of your favor¬ 
ite vino and it's a gift that 
will last for a while. 

Ideas from Earthy: 

Tipsy Wine Glasses 

You can never go wrong 

with "fun.” And when that 
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Gift Guide for the Wine Lover 



fun is also ripe for jokes and 
teasing, not to mention for 
the wine itself, you know 
you have a winning gift. 

I absolutely love the Tipsy 
Wine Glasses from Uncom¬ 
mon Goods. (Are you read¬ 
ing this, friends?) Bent slight¬ 
ly along the stem, the glass 
indeed looks just a bit tipsy. 
Says the catalog: "Don’t 
be fooled by their inebriat¬ 
ed appearance, these gid¬ 
dy goblets are built to stay 
upright with even the most 
generous glassful. Now, if 
only the rest of us were built 
that way.” Gotta love a 
company with that kind of 
humor. 

It’s a 12-ounce glass, dish¬ 
washer safe. Set of two: 
$25. Set of four: $48. www. 
uncommongoods.com 
Wine Club Membership 
While this gift idea isn’t 
novel, it truly is one of the 


smartest gifts you can give 
to both inexperienced wine 
drinkers and seasoned afi¬ 
cionados. Membership in 
a wine club is a great way 
to learn about wines from 
around the world and have 
them shipped directly to 
your door multiple times a 
year. 

Typically a club will ship ei¬ 
ther six or 12 mixed bottles 
at various frequencies -- 
you pay for the wine (usu¬ 
ally discounted) and the 
shipping. Average $ 130- 
190 for a case every three 
months, but many clubs 
offer a deeply discounted 
introductory rate. 

Some of the best features 
to look for: no membership 
fee; allow you to choose 
whether you want all red, 
all white or a mix; have a 
money-back guarantee; 
and provide an online 


Caribbean Palm 
Village Resort 

Sale Weeks 51 and 52 
Good Selection Still Available 


Come Visit or Contact 
Sales.Cpv@hotmail.com 
USA 978 530 6077 
Aruba 297 592 0500, or 732 5392 


T*J: Mt-Om / 5 & 3 -T 404 
Sdwtland str. 70 


^ycurSW 



S/0 

jf 1 duality Apartments 

'Studio A Loft 4 pts. "fully furnished 

hirt / A iKd i Gflhti TV * SwiiWMnj Pad 

Less tiw 1 ipik fom Eaglt Beach A 4 suatriwkets. 
Feel free to contact or visit us. 

Mgit ■ Fri; 0onn-?phfi. Sat A 5«rt; 'Sum-Spin. 


preview of wines, detailed 
tasting notes, and expert 
advice. 

Some suggestions are listed 
below, but be sure to do 
your research. I’d start with 
the Wine Club Directory, 
which provides customer 
reviews of various wine 
clubs, www.wineclubdirec- 
tory.net 

WSJwine from the Wall 
Street Journal: www.ws- 
jwine.com 

Wine of the Month Club: 
www.wineofthemonth- 
club.com. □ 



FOR SALE 

Condo in Gold Coast 
Everything’s included in 
this 2 Br 2 V 2 bath unit 
check it out now at 
www.arubarental.info 

or call 562-0735 free 
pick up 

_ 113454 

FOR SALE 

House for sale by owner 
Close to the beach in Alto Vista in 
nice Residential area, property 
land smart electricity hot water. 

I will reduced the price at $160,000 
due to emergency reasons for 
more info. 594-6639 

197793 


FOR SALE 

Story home, 4 bedroom, 4 bath, 
balcony, pool, etc. In front of 
Marriott Hotel. More info 594-4953 

_113141 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

wk 51 -2br $8,500 
wk 52-Ibr $9,000 
Tropicana Resort 
wk 51 -1b $9000 
Pis call 732-2788 
sales@arubadirectdeals.com 

197971 

FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 

Dec. 22-29 $1,300 

Dec. 23-30 $1,100 

Dec. 30-Jan 6 $1,100 

winter wks available 

Pis call 732-2788 

rental@arubadirectdeals.com 

197971 

FOR SALE 

Marriott Christmas wk 

beautiful 2 bedr, 2 bath 
washer/dryer in kitchen, ocean 
view sleeps 8 $45,000 
contact 586-4231 or 
xtmsriberg@hotmail.com 

197975 



DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 
13 December 

Dr. Alvarez 


T 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 


Botica Santa Cruz Tel: 585-8028 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica San Nicolas Tel: 584-5712 


Police 

Police 581-1100 

Oranjestad 582-4000 

Noord 587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 585-4710 

Savaneta 584-7000 

San Nicolas 584-5000 


Emergency 

Numbers 



Emergency 


911 


OlES * 5 


CRUISE SHIP 



Dec 13 Azura 

14 Grand Princess / Westerdam 


Aruba Airport 
American Airlines 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Suriname Airways 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


Tel:524-2424 
Tel: 582-2700 
Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 
Tel: 582-7896 
Tel: 588-4272 
Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Cheese first made at least 7,500 years ago 


MARIA CHENG 
Associated Press 


LONDON (AP) — Little Miss 


This is a Jan. 14, 2006 file photo of a street vendor selling regional smoked cheese ‘oscypek 1 in Zakopane, Poland. 

Associated Press 


Muffet could have been 
separating her curds and 
whey 7,500 years ago, ac¬ 
cording to a new study that 
finds the earliest solid evi¬ 
dence of cheese-making. 
Scientists performed a 
chemical analysis on frag¬ 
ments from 34 pottery 
sieves discovered in Po¬ 
land to determine their 
purpose. Until now, experts 
weren't sure whether such 
sieves were used to make 
cheese, beer or honey. 
Though there is no defini¬ 
tive test for cheese, Richard 
Evershed at the University 
of Bristol and colleagues 
found large amounts of 
fatty milk residue on the 
pottery shards compared 
to cooking or storage pots 
from the same sites. That 
suggests the sieves were 
specifically used to sepa¬ 
rate fat-rich curds from liq¬ 
uid whey in soured milk in a 
crude cheese-making pro¬ 
cess. 

“It’s a very compelling 
forensic argument that 
this was connected to 
cheese," Evershed said. 
“There aren’t many other 
dairy processes where you 
would need to strain," he 
said. He and colleagues 
weren’t sure what kind of 


milk was used, but said 
there were lots of cattle 
bones in the region. The 
study was published online 
Wednesday by the journal 
Nature. 

“This is the smoking gun,” 
said Paul Kindstedt, a 
professor of nutrition and 
food sciences at the Uni¬ 
versity of Vermont and au¬ 
thor of “Cheese and Cul¬ 


ture.” He was not involved 
in the study. 

“It's almost inconceivable 
that the milk fat residues in 
the sieves were from any¬ 
thing else but cheese,” 
Kindstedt said, adding that 
many experts suspected 
cheese was being made 
in Turkey up to 2,000 years 
earlier than this latest find¬ 
ing in Poland but that there 
was no definitive proof. 

He said the discovery of 
cheese making marked 


a major development for 
Neolithic people and gave 
them a survival advantage 
by allowing them to turn 
milk into a form that pro¬ 
vided essential calories, 
proteins and minerals. At 
that time, the adult popu¬ 
lation was largely lactose 
intolerant, so making a 
product with less lactose, 
like cheese, allowed every¬ 
one to digest the nutrients 
in milk. 

Kindstedt said the earliest 


cheeses were likely similar 
to spreadable cheeses like 
ricotta and fromage frais. 
He guessed that people 
either ate them soon after 
they were made or buried 
them in pots for months af¬ 
terwards, saving them for 
the winter when food was 
scarce. 

Cheeses also served to 
spice up the Neolithic diet. 
“Food was incredibly dull 
and monotonous," Kindst¬ 
edt said, noting the prehis¬ 
toric farmers’ dependence 
on grain porridge. 

After being buried in the 
ground for months, he 
said, the cheeses would 
have been non-perishable, 
“bomb-proof” and pretty 
pungent. 

“They probably would not 
be the first choice for a lot 
of people today," Kindst¬ 
edt he said. “But I would still 
love to try it.”Q 
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Massage and escort service 

Pick-up & Delivery 24/7 
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FREE PICKUP 


Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 
A 3 Hours tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine 
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24 Hours Straight Service 
7 Days a Week ANYTIME 


Massage Service 
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This Sept. 23, 2012 file photo shows Tom Hanks backstage at 
the 64th Primetime Emmy Awards at the Nokia Theatre in Los 
Angeles. Associated Press 


Tom Hanks to reunite with 
an old buddy on Broadway 


MARK KENNEDY 

AP Drama Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Tom 

Hanks’ Broadway debut 
will include an old buddy 
— former “Bosom Buddies” 
co-star Peter Scolari will 
share the stage with the 
Oscar winner. 

Producers revealed 

Wednesday the rest of the 
cast appearing with Hanks 
in Nora Ephron’s play 
“Lucky Guy,” which begins 
previews March 1 at the 
Broadhurst Theatre. 

In addition to Scolari, the 
cast includes Christopher 


McDonald, Peter Gerety 
and Michael Gaston. 

Hanks will play Mike McA- 
lary, a gutsy New York City 
newspaper columnist who 
won a Pulitzer Prize for ex¬ 
posing that a Haitian immi¬ 
grant had been sodomized 
by police officers in 1997. 
Hanks and Scolari starred 
together in the 1980s sitcom 
“Bosom Buddies,” which 
depicted male roommates 
posing as women to gain 
entry to a budget-priced 
apartment building which 
admitted only female 
residents. □ 


Sean Penn: Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti, is like Detroit 


NEW YORK (AP) — As 

the three-year mark ap¬ 
proaches of the devas¬ 
tating earthquake in Haiti 
that killed, injured and dis¬ 
placed hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of people, actor- ac¬ 
tivist Sean Penn describes 
life in the country's capital 
city. 

In the January issue of Es¬ 
quire magazine, Penn 
compares Port-au-Prince 
to Detroit, saying, “It’s not 
more dangerous, it’s not 
less dangerous." 

Penn founded a relief orga¬ 
nization in response to the 
2010 earthquake in Haiti. 

He still spends about half 
his time there. The two-time 
Oscar winner says a child 
with a fever in the U.S. gets 
medicine, a cold bath, or 
a trip to the emergency 
room. In Haiti, he says, par- 



This magazine cover image 
released by Esquire shows 
actor and activist Sean Penn 
on the cover of the January 
2013 issue of “Esquire.” 
The issue will be available 
nationwide on Dec. 18. 

Associated Press 

ents wait “to see if he’s go¬ 
ing to die or not.” The Janu¬ 
ary issue of Esquire goes on 
sale Dec. 180 


Broadway faces potential 
holiday labor headache 



Stilt actors perform a skit during a protest of theater workers from union SEIU Local 32BJ, outside the 
Broadway League's office, before a vote authorizing a strike on Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2012, in New 
York. Associated Press 


MARK KENNEDY 

AP Drama Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 

union representing hun¬ 
dreds of Broadway theater 
cleaners, porters, elevator 
operators and bathroom 
attendants voted Wednes¬ 
day to authorize its lead¬ 
ers to call a strike if a new 
contract isn’t approved by 
the end of the month, po¬ 
tentially throwing a wrench 
into a busy holiday season. 
Members of the 250-person 
32BJ union voted during 
a noisy rally on the street 
outside the Times Square 
offices of the Broadway 
League, which represents 
producers and theater 
owners. 

Any strike would affect 
workers at 32 of Broad¬ 
way's 40 theaters where 
the 32BJ has a contract. 
That means all the Shu- 
bert, Nederlander and 
Jujamcyn-owned theaters, 
as well as the Circle in the 
Square Theatre, would be 
affected. The eight other 
Broadway theaters have 
different arrangements. 

The 32BJ contract expires 
Dec. 30, and workers are 
seeking pay increases and 
better health care benefits. 
The next bargaining session 
is scheduled for Friday and 
another is set for Dec. 18. 
Jessica Vargas, a cleaner 
at the Lunt-Fontaine The¬ 
atre and a member of the 


union’s bargaining com¬ 
mittee, said that her fellow 
workers make about $17 
an hour and that she hopes 
to get a $1.50 per hour in¬ 
crease. Other cleaners in 
the city, she noted, make 
about about $25 an hour. 
“We want to be equal with 
all cleaners all across New 
York City. We get paid the 
lowest on Broadway,” Var¬ 
gas said. If there is a strike, 
she said, “it’s going to be 
tough on Broadway. It's 
going to be rough on the 
city. If we go on strike, the 
city goes on strike.” 

Many of the people who 
do Broadway’s most un- 
glamorous work — hauling 
equipment, running the el¬ 
evators, tidying bathrooms 
and sweeping the theaters 
— must work for as much 
as 10 weeks before their 
health coverage kicks in. 
The union wants that cover¬ 
age to start when employ¬ 
ees begin work, among 
other demands. 

The League, in a concilia¬ 
tory statement, said it has 
had several days of “pro¬ 
ductive negotiations" with 
the union and looks for¬ 
ward to reaching “a mutu¬ 
ally beneficial agreement." 
This being Broadway, there 
was a little razzle-dazzle 
amid the car honks and 
whistles. Three stilt walkers 
from the Bread and Puppet 
Theater troupe towered 


above the crowd; two 
women dressed as clean¬ 
ers in white smocks and 
feather dusters tried to tidy 
up the street while being 
berated by a man on stilts 
with a top hat, a fake mus¬ 
tache and a cigar. 

The last major strike on 
Broadway was in late 2007, 
when a 19-day walkout 
dimmed the lights at more 
than two dozen shows and 
cost producers and the 
city millions of dollars in lost 
revenue. Many speakers at 
the rally pointed out that 
the health of Broadway is 
good, with shows yielding a 
record $1.14 billion in gross¬ 
es last season, and total 
attendance reaching 12.3 
million. “What attracts peo¬ 
ple? Well, it's a great expe¬ 
rience that they have. That 
is because of our actors, it’s 
because of our musicians 
and of course it's because 
of the people behind the 
scenes — our cleaners, our 
porters, our elevator opera¬ 
tors, our matrons,” said New 
York City Council member 
Dan Garodnick. 

The 32BJ, an affiliate of the 
Service Employees Interna¬ 
tional Union, has more than 
120,000 members, concen¬ 
trated in the Northeast. It 
represents janitors, prop¬ 
erty maintenance workers, 
doormen, security officers, 
window cleaners and food 
service workers.□ 
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Indian sitar virtuoso Ravi Shankar dies at 92 



In this Feb. 7, 2012 file photo, Indian musician Ravi Shankar 
performs during a concert in Bangalore, India. 

Associated Press 


HILLEL ITALIE 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The kids 
at first didn’t seem to know 
how to respond as Ravi 
Shankar began his four- 
hour set on the final after¬ 
noon of the Monterey Pop 
Festival, in the fabled sum¬ 
mer of 1967. 

As captured in D.A. Pen- 
nebaker's documentary, 
some nodded along and 
smiled; Jimi Hendrix lis¬ 
tened carefully. Others 
dozed, or chatted. A few 
hippies danced wildly, as 
if they couldn’t tell — or 
didn’t care about — the 
difference between Shan¬ 
kar's raga and a Jefferson 
Airplane jam. But as the 
performance accelerated 
from isolated strains to a 
pace that could exhaust 
the speediest rock star, 
eyes opened, minds ex¬ 
panded and Shankar and 
his fellow musicians left to a 
long standing ovation. 
Labeled “the godfather 
of world music" by Beatle 
George Harrison, Shankar 
helped millions of Western¬ 
ers — classical, jazz and 
rock lovers — discover the 
centuries-old traditions of 
Indian music. From Harri¬ 
son to John Coltrane, from 
Yehudi Menuhin to Andre 
Previn, he bridged, some¬ 
times unsteadily, the musi¬ 
cal gap between East and 
West, between what Shan¬ 
kar noted as the classical 


East's emphasis on melody 
and rhythm and the clas¬ 
sical West’s foundation of 
“harmony, counterpoint, 
chords, modulation and 
other basics.” “Indian mu¬ 
sic was the original ‘world 
music’ — appealing to a 
generation of educated, 
middle-class Western lis¬ 
teners,” said producer Joe 
Boyd, who has worked with 
everyone from Pink Floyd 
to Nazakat & Salamat Ali. 
“Shankar and Ali Akbar 


Khan were the first musi¬ 
cians to reach that audi¬ 
ence in a profound way 
that transcended cultural 
boundaries.” Shankar died 
Tuesday at age 92. A state¬ 
ment on his website said he 
died in San Diego, near his 
Southern California home 
with his wife and a daugh¬ 
ter by his side. The musi¬ 
cian’s foundation issued a 
statement saying that he 
had suffered upper respi¬ 
ratory and heart problems 


and had undergone heart- 
valve replacement surgery 
last week. 

“My Dad’s music touched 
millions of people,” his 
daughter, musician Norah 
Jones, said in a statement. 
“He will be greatly missed 
by me and music lovers ev¬ 
erywhere.” Through Shan¬ 
kar and his bond with Har¬ 
rison, countless rock acts 
absorbed Eastern sounds, 
including the Beatles, the 
Byrds, Aerosmith and R.E.M. 
Shankar also became a 
conscience for all popular 
musicians when he helped 
pioneer the rock benefit 
show with the 1971 Con¬ 
cert For Bangladesh, where 
featured acts included 
Harrison, Ringo Starr and 
Bob Dylan. His last musi¬ 
cal performance was with 
his other daughter, sitarist 
Anoushka Shankar Wright, 
on Nov. 4 in Long Beach, 
Calif. The multiple Gram¬ 
my winner received a life¬ 
time achievement honor 
Wednesday from the Re¬ 
cording Academy. 

“It's one of the biggest loss¬ 
es for the music world,” said 
Kartic Seshadri, a Shankar 
protege, sitar virtuoso and 
music professor at the Uni¬ 
versity of California, San Di¬ 
ego. “There’s nothing more 
to be said.” As early as the 
1950s, Shankar began col¬ 
laborating with and teach¬ 
ing some of the greats 
of Western music, includ¬ 



In this Oct. 11, 2012 file photo, 
Lindsay Lohan attends the Mr. 
Pink Ginseng launch party at 
the Beverly Wilshire hotel in 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 

Associated Press 

filming two movies and 
a cameo with Charlie 
Sheen in the latest install¬ 
ment of the “Scary Movie” 
franchise. □ 


ing violinist Menuhin and 
jazz saxophonist Coltrane. 
He played well-received 
shows in concert halls in Eu¬ 
rope and the United States, 
but faced a constant strug¬ 
gle. Shankar was amused 
after he and colleague 
Ustad Ali Akbar Khan were 
greeted with admiring ap¬ 
plause when they opened 
the Concert for Bangla¬ 
desh by twanging their sitar 
and sarod for a minute and 
a half. “If you like our tuning 
so much, I hope you will en¬ 
joy the playing more,” he 
told the confused crowd, 
and then launched into 
his set. He might never 
have inspired the Bangla¬ 
desh concert or played 
Monterey, where other 
breakthrough performers 
included Hendrix and Janis 
Joplin, if not for the curiosity 
of Harrison while on the set 
of the Beatles’ 1965 movie 
“Help!” The plot featured 
the Beatles, four of the 
West's most famous faces, 
being hounded by an East¬ 
ern cult that coveted one 
of Starr's rings. During film¬ 
ing, Harrison noticed a sitar, 
a long-necked string instru¬ 
ment that uses a bulbous 
gourd for its resonating 
chamber and resembles a 
giant lute. 

He developed a crude 
facility and played the 
instrument, with Western 
tuning, on Lennon's “Nor¬ 
wegian Wood.” The Roll¬ 
ing Stones soon used a sitar 
on the hit single “Paint it 
Black” and the Byrds used 
raga-influenced guitar on 
“Eight Miles High.” Mean¬ 
while, Harrison sought out 
Shankar, already a musical 
icon in India, to teach him 
to use it properly. Accord¬ 
ing to Byrds leader Roger 
McGuinn, he told Harrison 
about Shankar during an 
acid trip in Los Angeles, 
at, of all places, Zsa Zsa 
Gabor's mansion. Harrison 
and Shankar spent weeks 
together, starting the les¬ 
sons at Harrison's house in 
England and then moving 
to a houseboat in Kashmir 
and later to California. Har¬ 
rison, who died in 2001, re¬ 
vered Shankar as a father 
figure and cited him as a 
noble and selfless contrast 
to the devouring rock mu¬ 
sic world. □ 


Judge revokes Lindsay Lohan’s 
probation, sets hearing date 


DERRIK J. LANG 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 

judge revoked Lindsay 
Lohan’s probation on 
Wednesday and sched¬ 
uled a hearing that could 
result in more jail time for 
the closely watched “Liz 
and Dick” star. 

The ruling in Los Angeles 
came as the 26-year-old 
actress — who did not 
appear in court — faces 
misdemeanor counts of 
reckless driving, lying to a 
police officer and obstruct¬ 
ing an officer from perform¬ 
ing duties after an acci¬ 
dent in which her Porsche 
slammed into the back of 


a dump truck in June. 
Lohan told police in Santa 
Monica that her assistant 
was driving, but detectives 
now believe the actress 
was behind the wheel as 
she headed to a movie set. 
Lohan was on probation 
at the time after previously 
being convicted of the mis¬ 
demeanor theft of a neck¬ 
lace. A probation violation 
hearing was set for Jan. 15. 
A judge could sentence 
the actress up to 245 days 
in jail after the Santa Mon¬ 
ica case is resolved. 

Lohan was not required to 
appear in court Wednes¬ 
day. She was represented 
by her attorney, Shawn Hol¬ 


ley, who did not immedi¬ 
ately return an email mes¬ 
sage seeking comment af¬ 
ter the hearing. 

Lohan also faces a misde¬ 
meanor assault charge in 
New York after a woman 
claimed she was hit by the 
actress at a nightclub. 

The jewelry case sparked 
months of court hearings 
and morgue cleanup duty 
for the star who has strug¬ 
gled personally and profes¬ 
sionally since being arrest¬ 
ed twice in 2007 for driving 
under the influence. 

After being removed from 
supervised probation in 
March, Lohan attempted 
to mount a comeback. 
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middle-class Western lis¬ 
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on Nov. 4 in Long Beach, 
Calif. The multiple Gram¬ 
my winner received a life¬ 
time achievement honor 
Wednesday from the Re¬ 
cording Academy. 

“It's one of the biggest loss¬ 
es for the music world,” said 
Kartic Seshadri, a Shankar 
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He played well-received 
shows in concert halls in Eu¬ 
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but faced a constant strug¬ 
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after he and colleague 
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plause when they opened 
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desh by twanging their sitar 
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Monterey, where other 
breakthrough performers 
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“Help!” The plot featured 
the Beatles, four of the 
West's most famous faces, 
being hounded by an East¬ 
ern cult that coveted one 
of Starr's rings. During film¬ 
ing, Harrison noticed a sitar, 
a long-necked string instru¬ 
ment that uses a bulbous 
gourd for its resonating 
chamber and resembles a 
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He developed a crude 
facility and played the 
instrument, with Western 
tuning, on Lennon's “Nor¬ 
wegian Wood.” The Roll¬ 
ing Stones soon used a sitar 
on the hit single “Paint it 
Black” and the Byrds used 
raga-influenced guitar on 
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while, Harrison sought out 
Shankar, already a musical 
icon in India, to teach him 
to use it properly. Accord¬ 
ing to Byrds leader Roger 
McGuinn, he told Harrison 
about Shankar during an 
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at, of all places, Zsa Zsa 
Gabor's mansion. Harrison 
and Shankar spent weeks 
together, starting the les¬ 
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England and then moving 
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rison, who died in 2001, re¬ 
vered Shankar as a father 
figure and cited him as a 
noble and selfless contrast 
to the devouring rock mu¬ 
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The Years Of Senator Demint 



A Lost Civilization 


ROSS DOUTHAT 
© 2012 New York Times 

In November 2008, just after John 
McCain was routed by Barack 
Obama, Jim DeMint addressed a 
Myrtle Beach conference on the 
future of the Republican Party. 
The first-term South Carolina sena¬ 
tor was there to reassure his audi¬ 
ence: Republicans might have 
lost an election, but conservatism 
hadn’t lost the country. 

His party’s only problem, DeMint 
promised, was insufficient ideo¬ 
logical commitment. Republi¬ 
cans had strayed too far from 
small-government principle dur¬ 
ing the Bush era, and then fool¬ 
ishly nominated a moderate like 
McCain. “Americans do prefer a 
traditional conservative govern¬ 
ment,” he told his listeners. But 
in 2008, between Bush’s deficit 
spending and McCain’s hetero¬ 
doxies, “they just did not believe 
Republicans were going to give it 
to them.” 

This comforting perspective 
quickly became the official con¬ 
ventional wisdom on the post- 
Bush right, mouthed with varying 
degrees of conviction by politi¬ 
cians, pundits and tea party ac¬ 
tivists. But DeMint wasn’t content 
with rhetoric. He decided to put 
theory into action and throw his 
support behind primary candi¬ 
dates who fit his vision of a more 
authentically conservative Re¬ 
publican Party. 

DeMint’s zeal gave his party’s 
leadership headaches, and his 
support for no-hopers like Chris¬ 
tine O’Donnell helped cost Re¬ 
publicans seats they might have 
won. But his crusade also suc¬ 
ceeded in making the Republi¬ 
can Senate caucus much more 
interesting - thinning the ranks of 
time-servers, and elevating rising 
stars like Marco Rubio and idio¬ 
syncratic figures like Rand Paul. 
More important, DeMint - and 
the larger tea party wave he 
rode - also succeeded in making 
Republicans more serious about 
limited government than the 
party had ever been under Bush. 
On spending questions small and 
large, from earmarks to entitle¬ 
ment reform, the party moved 
sharply rightward between 2008 
and 2012, testing DeMint’s theo¬ 
ry that a return to first principles 
would be enough to win back the 
White House. 

But as things turned out, the the¬ 
ory failed the test, and now it’s 
DeMint rather than Obama who 
will be leaving office in January. 
Last Thursday the South Carolinian 
surprised most of Washington by 
announcing that he’d be depart¬ 
ing the Senate just two years into 
his second term, to become presi¬ 
dent of the conservative Heritage 
Foundation. 

Some of DeMint’s admirers 


quickly portrayed this move as a 
brilliant way to expand his cam¬ 
paign to remake the Republican 
Party. But it’s more likely that mov¬ 
ing from the Senate to the world 
of think tank fundraising (where 
he’ll probably excel) and policy 
(where his experience is thinner) 
will reduce his public profile, and 
close a chapter in the history of 
conservatism in the process. 

This chapter - the DeMint chap¬ 
ter, the tea party chapter, call it 
what you will - was probably a 
necessary stage for the Ameri¬ 
can right. It’s normal for defeated 
parties and movements to turn 
inward for a period of ideological 
retrenchment before new think¬ 
ing takes hold. 

What’s more, the DeMint world¬ 
view wasn’t so much wrong as 
incomplete. It really was impor¬ 
tant for Republicans to get more 
serious about entitlements and to 
shake off their Bush-era blitheness 
about deficits. The principles of 
many tea partyers really were an 
improvement over the transpar¬ 
ent cynicism of a Tom DeLay. 

But if DeMint-style retrenchment 
was necessary for Republicans, 
it wasn’t anywhere near suffi¬ 
cient. The conservatism of 2011 
and 2012 had a lot to say about 
the long-term liabilities of the 
American government but far 
too little to say about the most 
immediate anxieties of American 
citizens, from rising health care 
costs to stagnating wages to the 
socioeconomic malaise spread¬ 
ing across the country’s working 
class. Neither the Reagan lega¬ 
cy nor the current conservative 
catechism holds the solutions to 
these problems; they require Re¬ 
publicans to apply their principles 
more creatively, and think about 
policy anew. 

So it’s fitting, perhaps, that the 
same week DeMint announced 
his departure from the Senate, 
one of the conservatives he fos¬ 
tered gave a speech that tried to 
do just that. This was Marco Rubio, 
who used an address at the Jack 
Kemp Foundation dinner to speak 
frankly about problems that too 
many Republicans have ignored 
these last four years - the “oppor¬ 
tunity gap” opening between the 
well-educated and the rest, the 
barriers to upward mobility, the 
struggles of the poor. 

The speech didn’t offer the kinds 
of policy breakthroughs the party 
ultimately requires. Rubio mixed a 
few modest forays into fresh ter¬ 
ritory (mostly on education) with 
a long list of recycled proposals, 
and he stopped short of the leaps 
Republicans need to make on 
taxes, health care and other is¬ 
sues. 

But his tone and themes repre¬ 
sented a very different response 
to an electoral drubbing than the 
kind of retrenchment Republicans 
embraced four years ago. And 
as DeMint exits electoral politics 
stage right, his legacy ultimately 
depends on whether that differ¬ 
ence turns out to be real or super¬ 
ficial - and whether the younger 
generation he helped catapult to 
prominence can prove itself more 
supple, creative and farsighted 
than its departing patron.Q 



MAUREEN DOWD 
© 2012 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - My college room¬ 
mates and I used to grocery shop 
and cook together. The only food 
we seemed to agree on was corn, 
so we ate a lot of corn. 

My mom would periodically call to 
warn me in a dire tone, “Do you 
know why the Incas are extinct?” 
Her maize hazing left me with 
a deeply ingrained fear of be¬ 
ing part of a civilization that was 
obliviously engaging in behavior 
that would lead to its extinction. 
Too bad the Republican Party 
didn’t have my mom to keep it 
on its toes. Then it might not have 
gone all Apocalypto on us - be¬ 
coming the first civilization in mod¬ 
ern history to spiral the way of the 
Incas, Aztecs and Mayans. 

The Mayans were right, as it turns 
out, when they predicted the 
world would end in 2012. It was just 
a select world: the GOP universe 
of arrogant, uptight, entitled, 
bossy, retrogressive white guys. 
Just another vanishing tribe that 
fought the cultural and demo¬ 
graphic tides of history. 

Someday, it will be the subject of 
a National Geographic special, 
or a Mel Gibson movie, where ar¬ 
chaeologists piece together who 
the lost tribe was, where it came 
from and what happened to it. 
The experts will sift through the 
ruins of the Reagan Presidential Li¬ 
brary, Dick Cheney’s shotgun cas¬ 
ings, Orca poll monitoring hiero¬ 


glyphics, remnants of triumphal 
rants by Dick Morris on Fox News, 
faded photos of Clint Eastwood 
and an empty chair and scraps 
of ancient tape in which a tall, 
stiff man, his name long forgot¬ 
ten, gnashes his teeth about the 
47 percent of moochers and the 
“gifts” they got. 

Instead of smallpox, plagues, 
drought and conquistadors, the 
Republican decline will be traced 
to a stubborn refusal to adapt to a 
world where poor people and sick 
people and black people and 
brown people and female people 
and gay people count. 

As historian Will Durant observed, 
“A great civilization is not con¬ 
quered from without until it has 
destroyed itself from within.” 
President Barack Obama’s vic¬ 
tory margin is expanding, as more 
votes are counted. He didn’t just 
beat Mitt Romney; he’s still beat¬ 
ing him. But another sign of the 
old guard’s denial came Friday, 
a month after the election, when 
the Romney campaign ebulliently 
announced that it raised $85.9 mil¬ 
lion in the final weeks of the cam¬ 
paign, making its fundraising effort 
“the most successful in Republi¬ 
can Party history.” 

Why is the Romney campaign still 
boasting? You can’t celebrate at 
a funeral. Go away and learn how 
to crunch data on the Internet. 
Outside the Republican walled 
kingdom of denial and delu¬ 
sion, everyone else could see 
that the once clever and ruthless 
party was behaving in an obtuse 
and outmoded way that spelled 
doom. 

The GOP put up a candidate that 
no one liked or understood and 
ran a campaign that no one liked 
or understood - a campaign ani¬ 
mated by the idea that indolent, 
grasping serfs must be kept down, 
even if it meant creating barriers 
to letting them vote. 

Although Stuart Stevens, the Rom¬ 
ney strategist, now claims that 
Mitt “captured the imagination 
of millions” and ran “with a natu¬ 
ral grace,” there was very little 


chance that the awkward gazil- 
lionaire was ever going to be pres¬ 
ident. Yet strangely. Republicans 
are still gobsmacked by their loss, 
grasping at straws like Hurricane 
Sandy as an excuse. 

Some GOP House members con¬ 
tinue to try to wrestle the president 
over the fiscal cliff. Romney wan¬ 
ders in a daze, his hair not perfectly 
gelled. And his campaign advisers 
continue to express astonishment 
that a disastrous campaign, con¬ 
vention and candidate, as well as 
a lack of familiarity with what Ste¬ 
vens dismissively calls “whiz-bang 
turnout technologies,” could pos¬ 
sibly lead to defeat. 

Who would ever have thought 
blacks would get out and support 
the first black president? □ 

Who would ever have thought 
women would shy away from 
the party of transvaginal probes? 
Who would ever have thought 
gays would work against a party 
that treated them as immoral and 
subhuman? Who would have ever 
thought young people would des¬ 
ert a party that ignored science 
and hectored on social issues? 
Who would ever have thought 
Latinos would scorn a party that 
expected them to finish up their 
chores and self-deport? 
Republicans know they’re in 
trouble when W. emerges as the 
moral voice of the party. The for¬ 
mer president lectured the GOP 
on Tuesday about being more 
“benevolent” toward immigrants. 
As Eva Longoria supersedes Karl 
Rove as a power player. Repub¬ 
licans act as shell-shocked as 
the Southern gentry overrun by 
Yankee carpetbaggers in “Gone 
with the Wind.” As the movie eu¬ 
logized: “Here was the last ever to 
be seen of Knights and their La¬ 
dies Fair, of Master and of Slave. 
Look for it only in books, for it is no 
more than a dream remembered, 
a Civilization gone with the wind.” 
Gun sales have burgeoned since 
the president’s re-election, with 
Black Friday weapons purchases 
setting records as the dead- 
enders rush to arm themselves. □ 
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Christmas 


is the season 
of sharing and giving. 



As has been the custom of Aruba Today and Bon Dia Aruba since 
2003, we are again collecting toys, books, clothing for boys and 
girls, non-perishable food, etc. for Casa Cuna Children’s House, 

Imeldahof and The Food Bank of Aruba. 


Let’s make this a Merry and Joyful Christmas for everyone on 
our island, as it’s an opportunity for us all to show solidarity and 
our love to others. You too can be part of this program by 

bringing your gift to our office located at the 

Weststraat #22 in Oranjestad. 


Financial contributions are also possible. 
Help us make this Christmas a very special one for our 

children and families all in Aruba. 
Toys for Tots thanks each and everyone 
of you for helping us helping others. 


THANK YOU!! 
















